Gay  Male  Videos  Cum  of  Age 


$1.00 


January  11, 1986 


THE  WEEKLY  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES 


VOL  13,  NO.  25 


BIPAD:  65498 


Coming  Home  to 

"Black  Pride  and  Solidarity" 

Jewelle  Gomez  and  Craig  G.  Harris  on  the  National 
Conference  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 


NCBLG  Conference  P.3  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  P.e 


GayCommunityNews 

Vol.  13,  No.  25 - (617)426-4469 - - - ©GCN,  1986 - January  11, 1986 


Coalition  against  racist ,  sexist,  anti-gay  attacks  demands  new  investigation 

Suicide  Doubted  in  Black,  Gay  Man’s  Death 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
with  Faith  Bellizzi 

CONCORD,  CA  —  A  Black 
gay  man  was  found  hanging  from 
a  tree  near  the  Bay  Area  Rapid 
Transit  (BART)  station  in  this 
predominantly  white  city  near  San 
Francisco  on  November  2.  The 
police  maintain  that  the  man, 
Timothy  Lee,  committed  suicide. 
Groups  from  within  the  Black  and 
gay  communities,  including  the 
NAACP  and  an  ad  hoc  coalition, 
maintain  that  the  police  investiga¬ 
tion  was  inadequate  and  that  Lee 
may  have  been  murdered. 

According  to  police,  Lee  fell 
asleep  while  enroute  to  Berkeley 
on  the  last  BART  train  from  San 
Francisco  on  the  night  of 
November  1  after  attending  a  par¬ 
ty  thrown  in  his  honor.  He  was 
awakened  at  the  last  stop  in  Con¬ 
cord  and  told  to  get  off  the  train 
because  BART  was  closing  for  the 
night  and  would  be  reopening  at  6 
a.m.  Lee  called  friends  in  Berkeley 
at  about  midnight  to  get  a  ride 
home,  and  one  friend’s  mother 
promised  to  call  him  back  when 
she  arranged  a  ride. 

Lee’s  body  was  found  hanging 
by  a  nylon  strap  from  a  fig  tree  in  a 
vacant  lot  near  the  Concord 
BART  station  at  12:36  p.m.  on 
November  2.  Lee’s  wallet  was 
found  30  feet  from  his  body,  and 
the  cash  and  credit  cards  in  it  were 
untouched.  In  addition,  a  note  to 


Lee’s  brother  and  sister  was  found 
near  the  body,  and  read,  “Tami 
and  Tom.  I  love  you.  Sorry. 
Timmy.” 

The  Contra  Costa  County  cor¬ 
oner’s  office  reports  that  Lee  had 
died  at  about  6  a.m.,  that  there 
was  no  evidence  of  trauma  to  Lee’s 
body,  and  that  he  was  intoxicated 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

“I’m  not  about  to  go  into  all  our 
reasoning,”  said  Captain  Robert 
Evans  of  the  Concord  police,  “but 
all  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  all  the 
evidence  at  the  scene,  indicate  that 
it  [Lee’s  death]  was  a  suicide.” 
Evans  continued,  “We  have 
nothing  to  hide,”  stating  that  an 
FBI  investigation  into  Lee’s  death 
supports  the  police  department’s 
findings.  However,  John  Holford, 
a  spokesperson  for  the  FBI,  re¬ 
fused  to  corroborate  Evans’ 
claims,  and  stated  only  that  an  in¬ 
vestigation  had  been  conducted, 
that  no  arrests  had  been  made,  and 
no  criminal  charges  had  been 
brought  against  anyone. 

The  Coalition  Against  Racist, 
Sexist,  and  Antigay  Attacks,  an  ad 
hoc  committee  formed  in  the  wake 
of  Lee’s  death,  believes  there  are 
numerous  unanswered  questions 
in  the  case.  First,  the  handwriting 
in  the  note  found  near  Lee’s  body 
was  nearly  illegible,  the  names  of 
his  brother  and  sister  —  Tammy 


and  Thomas  —  were  mispelled, 
and  the  writing  was  unlike  Lee’s. 
Although  the  state  department  of 
justice  in  Sacramento  has  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  handwriting  is 
Lee’s,  Carmen  Fortez,  a  member 
of  the  Coalition,  argues  that  the 
note  could  have  been  written  by 
someone  else,  or  could  have  been 
written  under  duress. 

Second,  Tammy  Lee,  Timothy’s 
sister,  and  other  relatives  who 
identified  the  body  question  the 
marks  on  Lee’s  body  which  the 
coroner’s  report  states  are  ant 
bites,  arguing  they  looked  more 
like  cigarette  burns  or  cuts 
resulting  from  a  struggle. 

Third,  given  the  coroner’s 
report  that  Lee  died  at  6  a.m.,  it  is 
unclear  why  Lee  would  have 
waited  until  the  trains  started  run¬ 
ning  to  kill  himself  after  having 
called  for  a  ride  at  midnight. 

Fourth,  according  to  Oliver 
Jones,  a  lawyer  for  the  NAACP, 
screams  had  been  heard  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Concord  BART  sta¬ 
tion  the  morning  of  Lee’s  death. 
Further,  the  police  have  not  ques¬ 
tioned  the  people  who  had  heard 
those  screams. 

Fortez  said  that  Lee’s  death 
resulted  from  a  racist  and  anti-gay 
attack.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
very  night  Lee  died,  two  Black 
men  were  assaulted  while  talking 


Father  charged  with  negligence 

Ruling  on  Guardian  Set 
in  Disabled  Lesbian  Case 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  Karen 
Thompson  has  charged  Donald 
Kowalski  with  negligence  in  his 
court -appointed  role  as  legal  guar¬ 
dian  for  her  lover  and  his 
daughter,  Sharon  Kowalski.  The 
charges,  brought  before  a  Min¬ 
nesota  District  Court  judge 
December  20,  include  contempt  of 
court,  and  stem  from  Donald 
Kowalski’s  refusal  to  grant  Thomp¬ 
son  visitation  rights  to  Sharon 
Kowalski,  who  was  severely  in¬ 
jured  in  a  car  accident  two  years 
ago. 

A  key  piece  of  evidence  at  the 
December  20  hearing  was  a  ruling 
by  the  Minnesota  Office  of  Health 
Facilities  Complaints  that  Sharon 
Kowalski’s  rights  as  a  “patient” 
have  been  violated.  The 
September  1985  ruling  stated  that 
Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home, 
where  Sharon  Kowalski  currently 
lives,  violated  the  state’s 
“Patient’s  Bill  of  Rights”  by  de¬ 
nying  Kowalski  visits  from 
Thompson.  Donald  Kowalski, 
who  was  appointed  his  daughter’s 
guardian  in  July  of  this  year,  has 
successfully  barred  Thompson 
from  seeing  Sharon  Kowalski  in 
the  nursing  home.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  No.  15.) 

“Even  if  the  court  order  [in¬ 
stating  Donald  Kowalski  as  guar¬ 
dian]  was  fair  and  just,”  said 
Thompson,  “he  [Donald]  must 
take  the  best  interest  of  the  ward 
into  account.  Sharon  clearly  stated 
that  she  wants  to  see  me.  The  in¬ 
vestigators  from  the  Office  of 
Health  Facilities  Complaints 
believe  she  does  understand  and 
wants  to  see  me.  They  established 


grounds  for  us  to  charge  Donald 
Kowalski  [with  contempt  of 
court].” 

Sharon  Kowalski’s  court- 
appointed  lawyer  has  joined 
Thompson  in  bringing  charges  of 
contempt  of  court.  In  addition, 
both  Thompson  and  Kowalski’s 
lawyer  have  asked  that  Thompson 
or  a  neutral  third  party  be  instated 
as  Sharon  Kowalski’s  guardian, 
and  that  Donald  Kowalski’s  at¬ 
torney,  Jack  Fena,  be  removed 
from  the  case  due  to  conflict  of  in¬ 
terest. 

Fena  is  Donald  Kowalski’s  per¬ 
sonal  lawyer,  as  well  as  the  lawyer 
hired  by  Kowalski  to  represent  his 
daughter  in  a  personal  injury  suit. 
This  suit  has  brought  charges 
against  the  bar  that  served  alcohol 
to  the  person  who  hit  Sharon 
Kowalski  in  the  automobile  acci¬ 
dent. 

“How  can  he  [Fena]  do  both?” 
asked  Julie  Andrzejewski,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Right  to  Recovery  and  Relation¬ 
ships,  a  group  fighting  for  Thomp¬ 
son’s  and  Sharon  Kowalski’s  right 
to  see  each  other.  “Sharon  is  op¬ 
posed  to  her  guardian  in  litigation. 
The  worse  Sharon  is  made  to  look 
in  terms  of  her  injury  the  more 
money  is  available  in  personal  in¬ 
jury  suit  and  the  more  the  guar¬ 
dian  has  control.  According  to  the 
Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union 
attorneys,  it’s  a  classic  case  of  con¬ 
flict  of  interest.”  Andrzejewski  is 
certain  that  if  Thompson  were  able 
to  visit  Sharon  Kowalski,  the  latter 
would  regain  communication 
skills  damaged  by  the  accident. 
Such  an  improvement  would  de¬ 


crease  the  amount  of  money  that 
Fena  would  receive  for  his  ser¬ 
vices.  According  to  Andrzejewski, 
Fena  will  collect  40  percent  of  the 
total  collected  in  the  suit. 

The  Minnesota  District  Court, 
judge  is  expected  to  reach  a  deci¬ 
sion  within  a  week  on  whether 
Donald  Kowalski  is  in  contempt  of 
court.  According  to  Thompson, 
the  judge  may  also  rule  on  who 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  guardian 
should  be  and  whether  Fena 
should  be  taken  off  the  case  with 
no  remuneration  due  to  conflict  of 
interest. 

On  January  22,  the  Minnesota 
Court  of  Appeals  is  scheduled  to 
rule  on  the  original  district  court 
order  of  July  23  that  appointed 
Donald  Kowalski  guardian  for 
Sharon  Kowalski. 

Thompson  said  she  is  confident 
that  courts  will  “uphold  the  law” 
and  rule  in  her  favor.  “We’ll  win 
this  —  I’m  more  and  more  con¬ 
vinced.  It’s  a  matter  of  if  it  is  in 
time  for  Sharon.  We’re  looking  at 
two  to  three  years  since  the  acci¬ 
dent.  The  longer  the  time  in  which 
she  doesn’t  learn  [skills  impaired 
as  a  result  of  the  accident],  the 
greater  the  chance  that  she  may 
never  learn.” 

Tax-deductible  donations  to 
help  offset  legal  costs  for  Thomp¬ 
son  and  Sharon  Kowalski  may  be 
sent  to  Minnesota  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Legal  Assistance  or  to  the 
Minnesota  Society  for  Personal 
Liberties,  c/o  Suzanne  Born,  3436 
Holmes  Avenue,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55408. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


with  two  white  women  outside  a 
bar  in  Concord  by  two  white  men 
wearing  robes  characteristic  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  (KKK).  Both  Black 
men  were  stabbed,  and  one  was 
hospitalized  for  the  evening.  The 
two  white  youths  denied  any  af¬ 
filiation  with  the  KKK  and  said 
that  the  robes  were  handmade  for 


a  Halloween  costume  party,  even 
though  it  was  two  days  after 
Halloween.  Attorney  Jones 
argued  that  although  there  may  be 
no  direct  connection  between  the 
incidents,  a  possible  connection 
warrants  deeper  investigation  than 
the  police  have  given  the  case  thus 
Continued  on  page. 2 


MDC  negligence,  harassment  cited 


Man  Murdered  in 
Gay  Cruising  Area 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

MEDFORD,  MA  —  In  what 
appears  to  be  a  gay-related 
murder,  a  man  was  beaten, 
robbed,  and  shot  in  a  forest 
here  known  as  a  cruising  area 
for  gay  men.  The  shooting  of 
Russell  Cross,  44,  is  believed  to 
have  occurred  Saturday, 
December  28,  on  Half  Mile 
Road,  which  runs  through  the 
Middlesex  Fells  Reservation. 

Cross,  a  resident  of  Dor¬ 
chester,  was  last  seen  Saturday 
evening,  when  he  left  work  to 
pick  up  his  roommate  at  Logan 
Airport. 

Preliminary  reports  by  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commis¬ 
sion  (MDC)  Police  indicate 
that  Cross  was  shot  with  a  high- 
caliber  gun  or  shotgun.  He  also 
suffered  severe  head-wounds, 
possibly  from  a  rock  or 
cinderblock,  causing  his  teeth 
to  be  broken.  His  wallet  and 
jewelry  were  stolen. 

A  detective  assigned  to  the 
case,  David  Atkinson,  told 
GCN  that  police  currently 
suspect  robbery  as  the  motive 
in  the  case.  However,  Joe  An- 
tonelli,  co-founder  of  the 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance,  told  GCN,  “The  guy 
was  found  nude  [from  the  waist 
down].  Probably  he  was  gay, 
set  upon  and  baited.  I  think 


that  the  man  was  set  up  by  the 
type  of  person  who  said,  ‘It’s  a 
fag,  who  cares?’  ” 

Antonelli,  who  claims  that 
the  MDC  police  often  use 
undercover  officers  to  entrap 
and  harass  gay  men,  believes 
that  the  police  are  at  least  in 
part  to  blame  for  assaults  on 
gay  men  that  occur  in  areas  like 
the  reservation.  Antonelli  said 
gay  men  go  into  the  woods 
because  they  are  harassed  by 
police  when  they  remain  in  cars. 
“If  there  was  an  across-the- 
board  law  [enforced],  re¬ 
gardless  of  sexual  preference, 
that  would  be  one  thing,  but  if 
they  [MDC  police]  are  baiting 
and  only  looking  for  the  gay 
cars,  then  I  just  don’t  buy  it,” 
he  said. 

Atkinson  denied  that  gay 
men  are  harassed  in  the  park, 
claiming  that  there  may  have 
been  arrests  “way  back,”  but 
none  in  the  recent  past.  He  said 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
plainclothes  officers  baiting 
gay  men. 

To  help  prevent  future 
assaults  on  people  in  the  forest, 
Antonelli  wants  the  MDC  to 
distribute  flyers  in  the  area  with 
warnings  that  a  murder  has  oc¬ 
curred  and  that  the  woods  may 
be  dangerous. 


Russell  Cross,  the  man  murdered  in  the  Middlesex  Fells  Reserva¬ 
tion  in  Medford.  For  what  it’s  worth,  state  police  investigating  the 
case  ask  that  anyone  who  saw  Cross  there,  or  who  might  have  in¬ 
formation  about  people  being  harassed  at  the  reservation,  call 
Gary  Walsh,  (617)  494-4055.  Callers  may  remain  anonymous. 
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News  Notes 


quotes  of  the  week 

“...Outside  [of  prison]  gay  groups  refuse  to  be 
concerned  with  the  lot  of  gay  prisoners,  even  though 
they  must  know  that  the  cops,  judges,  prison 
authorities,  etc.  etc.  do  all  they  can  to  get,  and  make 
time  hard  for,  gays.  I  think  people  feel,  ‘You  made  your 
bed,  now  lie  in  it.’  But  no  one,  gay  or  not,  has  made 
their  own  bed  without  help  from  society.  Friendship 
and  awareness  of  what’s  going  on  are  the  keys  to  get¬ 
ting  gays  (and  others)  out  of  the  vicious  circle  of 
prisons  and  reputations  as  ‘cons’  and  no  jobs  and 
back  to  prison.’’ 

—  from  a  tetter  to  GCN’s  Prisoner  Project,  from 
H.  Carrell  Hay,  263672,  Box  38  Goree,  Huntsville,  TX 
77344 

it  ★  ★ 

“I  happen  to  believe  that  being  homosexual  is 
submission  to  circumstances  rather  than  anything 
genetic  or  innate  in  the  human  being....  /  consider  it  a 
problem,  maybe  they  don’t  consider  it  a  problem,  but 
AIDS  is  manifesting  that  there  is  a  problem  some¬ 
where  in  this  kind  of  social  behavior.  Now  I  don’t 
know  what  a  politician  would  do,  but  I  think  if  AIDS  is 
a  communicable  disease  it  has  to  be  quarantined  un¬ 
til  we  can  correct  it.” 

—  Minister  Louis  Farrakhan  in  an  interview  with 
The  National  Alliance 


diplomatic  dutch  queers  first  to  win 
“married”  benefits 

AMSTERDAM  —  Lesbian  and  gay  couples  in  the 
diplomatic  services  here  will  be  eligible  for  the  same 
benefits  as  married  heterosexual  couples,  beginning 
January  1,  1986.  The  new  regulation  will  allow  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  to  receive  the  40  percent  salary 
supplement  for  a  lover,  currently  available  only  for 
married  couples,  according  to  the  New  York  Native. 

The  Netherlands  is  the  first  country  in  the  world 
to  introduce  this  type  of  regulation. 


final  sales  for  freedom  center 

BOSTON  —  The  Freedom  Center  store,  located 
in  the  basement  of  355  Boylston  Street,  will  be  clos¬ 
ing  its  doors  with  a  “going  out  of  business”  sale. 
Begun  in  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  war,  and  run  by 
volunteers  from  the  Social  Action  Committee  of  the 
Arlington  Street  Church,  the  store  contributes  its  pro¬ 
fits  to  more  than  40  organizations,  including  three 
shelters  for  battered  women  and  children,  anti¬ 
nuclear  groups,  Planned  Parenthood,  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People, 
and  organizations  working  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights, 
civil  liberties,  and  women’s  rights. 

The  store  is  closing  because  the  building  in 
which  it  is  housed  has  been  sold.  The  price  of  mer¬ 
chandise  such  as  jewelry,  bumper  stickers,  buttons, 
and  pottery  is  drastically  reduced.  Store  hours  are 
Monday  through  Saturday,  12:00  p.m.-5:30  p.m.,  until 
January  31.  For  more  information  call  (617)  437-1854. 


it’s  not  nice  to  make  fun  of  ‘god’ 

WEST  GERMANY  —  An  ancient  blasphemy  law 
is  being  resurrected  here  to  prosecute  four  people  who 
distributed  posters  that  publicized  an  anti-clerical 
week.  The  poster  depicts  a  priest  with  a  puppet¬ 
shaped  “god.” 

According  to  Peace  News,  of  London,  the  pro¬ 
secution  has  focused  on  two  aspects  of  the  poster. 
One  is  the  presence  of  “Reichskonkordat,”  the 
historic  agreement  between  the  Vatican  and  Hitler,  in 
the  priest’s  pocket.  The  other  is  the  portrayal  of  “god” 
as  an  “aged  wizard-like  hippie  hand  puppet.”  Such  a 
depiction  takes  the  poster  out  of  the  realm  of  “tough, 
sarcastic  but  permitted  criticism”  to  an  “intentionally 
degrading  devaluation  of  the  concept  of  god,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  prosecution. 

Use  of  the  blasphemy  law  is  being  protested  as  a 
suppression  of  free  speech.  The  prosecution  is  citing 
protests  on  these  grounds  as  “evidence”  that  the 
posters  are  detrimental  to  public  law  and  order. 


a  women-only  police  station  for  sao 
paolo 

SAO  PAOLO,  Brazil  —  A  women-only  police  sta¬ 
tion  has  been  created  here  to  encourage  women  to 
report  crimes  such  as  rape  and  beatings,  with  more 
than  two  hundred  women  a  day  now  reporting  such 
crimes. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  Rosmary  Correa, 
chief  inspector  of  the  station,  said  she  considers  the 
new  station  a  success:  “It  is  hard  for  a  woman  to  tell  a 
policeman,  who  is  not  always  sympathetic  [to]  all  of 
the  intimate  details  of  the  sexual  or  physical  abuse 
she  has  suffered.  Here  a  woman  feels  freer  to  go  into 
these  details  which  are  often  of  vital  importance  to 
bring  the  aggressor  to  trial.” 

Other  Brazilian  states  have  also  announced 
plans  to  open  women-only  police  stations. 


tdd  for  new  york  gay  switchboard 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Switchboard  here  is  now 
equipped  to  receive  calls  from  deaf  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  due  to  their  purchase  of  a  telecommunications 
device  (TDD).  Deaf  people  can  dial  the  switchboard 
number  (212-777-1800)  for  information  on  referrals, 
according  to  the  New  York  Native. 

Deaf  people  calling  the  switchboard  need  to  hit 
the  spacebar  on  their  TDD  in  order  to  let  switchboard 
volunteers  know  that  they  are  on  the  line.  The  switch¬ 
board  is  open  every  day  from  noon  until  midnight. 


women  smash  misogynist  sculptures 

LEEDS,  England  —  Two  women  have  been  ac¬ 
quitted  on  charges  of  having  caused  criminal  damage 
to  sculptures  of  chained  and  mutilated  women,  and 
three  women  received  conditional  discharges  from 
Leeds  Crown  Court. 

According  to  Peace  News,  of  London,  the  women 
had  broken  into  a  gallery  at  Leeds  Polytechnic  In¬ 
stitute  in  November,  1984,  smashing  sculptures  of  a 
mutilated  women’s  body  in  a  refrigerator,  two  Black 
women  in  chains,  and  a  naked  woman  lying  on  her 
back  with  her  legs  in  the  air,  her  breasts  and  genitals 
slashed.  The  three  women  who  received  conditional 
discharges  and  admitted  to  destroying  the  sculptures 
described  their  actions  as  being  unplanned,  angry 
responses  to  a  students’  exhibition  of  sculptures  at 
the  Institute. 

Leeds  Polytechnic  had  filed  for  2000  pounds  in 
damages,  but  did  not  receive  any  award. 

A  group  of  women  is  currently  attempting  to 
pressure  local  police  to  press  charges  against  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  displaying  the  sculptures. 


“a  kiss  is  still  a  kiss?” 

THOMASTON,  ME  —  Visitation  rights  have  been 
revoked  for  a  gay  man  who  kissed  his  lover  while 
visiting  him  at  Maine  State  Prison.  According  to  the 
Boston  Globe,  Peder  Baughman,  29,  hugged  prisoner 
Daniel  Nulty,  27,  and  kissed  him  on  the  cheek. 
Baughman  is  appealing  the  decision  through  the 
Maine  Department  of  Corrections. 


new  aids  study  further  discounts 
saliva  as  route  of  transmission 

BOSTON  —  A  report  released  by  Dr.  David  Ho,  of 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  should  help  allay 
fears  that  AIDS  may  be  contracted  by  saliva.  Ho’s 
study  of  71  gay  men,  reported  in  the  New 
York  Times,  found  the  HTLV-III  virus  present  in  only 
one  man’s  saliva.  In  that  case,  the  level  of  the  virus 
was  “ten  thousand  fold  lower”  than  it  was  in  the 
man’s  blood. 

A  previous  study,  published  last  October  in  the 
journal  Science,  found  the  HTLV-III  virus  in  the  saliva 
of  eight  out  of  18  gay  men. 

Jerome  Groopman,  of  Boston’s  New  England 
Deaconess  Hospital,  is  not  clear  as  to  why  the  two 
studies  had  such  different  results.  Regardless  of 
those  differences,  Groopman  told  the  Times  the  fact 
remains  that  “saliva  has  not  been  an  avenue  of 
disease  transmission.” 

AIDS  activists  and  researchers  have  argued  that 
saliva  is  an  unlikely  vehicle  of  transmission  as  no 
cases  of  AIDS  have  been  attributed  to  it.  If  saliva  were 
a  vehicle  of  transmission,  friends  and  family  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  who  do  not  fall  into  high-risk  groups 
would  be  contracting  the  disease. 


stop  rape,  now 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW)  Media  Reform  Task  Force  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  blocked  the  marketing  of  “Rape,”  a  pro¬ 
posed  new  perfume.  According  to  off  our  backs,  a 
company  here  had  filed  papers  to  register  “Rape”  as 
the  name  of  a  perfume  already  test-marketed  in  a  few 
locations. 

The  company’s  vice  president  admitted  that  the 
papers  were  withdrawn  due  to  public  pressure. 


this  week’s  news  notes  compiled  by  kim  westheimer 


Timothy  Lee 

Continued from  page  1 

far.  While  police  maintain  that 
there  is  no  relation  between  the 
two  incidents,  Fortez  termed  the 
presence  of  the  robed  youths  “too 
coincidental.” 

Asked  if  he  saw  any  kind  of  pat¬ 
tern  of  violence  against  Black  and 
gay  people  in  the  area,  Fortez  in¬ 
dicated  that  he  did  and  said  that 
there  had  been  a  cross-burning  in 
Concord  about  two  years  ago  on 
the  lawn  of  a  Black  family’s  home. 


“When  a  Black  gay  man  is  found 
hanging  in  a  white  suburb,  it  is  a 
sign  to  Blacks  and  gays  to  ‘watch 
out’  and  ‘stay  in  your  place.’” 

The  Coalition  consists  of  a 
broad  array  of  groups,  including 
the  Asian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association,  Revolutionary 
Workers  League,  Black  Com¬ 
munity  Task  Force,  Revolting  Les¬ 
bians,  National  Council  of  Black 
Lawyers,  Jewish  Women  for  a 


Secular  Middle  East,  Women’s 
Press,  Uhuru  House,  Freedom 
Socialist  Party,  Radical  Women, 
Abortion  Clinic  Defense  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  San  Fransisco  State 
University’s  La  Raza  Unida  and 
Lesbian-Gay  Alliance.  The  group 
conducted  two  demonstrations 
outside  the  Concord  BART  sta¬ 
tion,  one  on  November  15  with  ap¬ 
proximately  50  people,  and  one  on 
December  13  with  between  60  and 


75  people.  Among  the  demands  of 
the  groups  are  an  end  to  attacks 
against  people  of  color  and  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  and  a  thorough, 
independent  investigation  into 
Lee’s  death. 

That  investigation  may  not  be 
forthcoming.  According  to  Evans, 
the  police  are  satisfied  with  the  ex¬ 
planation  they  have  found.  Jones 
told  GCN,  “There’s  not  a  lot  you 
can  do  but  ask  for  a  fair  and  com¬ 


prehensive  investigation.  That 
doesn’t  mean  it  will  happen.” 
When  asked  why  the  Concord 
police  had  not  investigated  the 
death  more  thoroughly,  Jones  said 
that  “the  police  don’t  want  to  find 
a  nexus  of  Klan  activity  in  Contra 
Costa  County.  They  don’t  want  to 
cultivate  an  image  of  white 
supremacist  activity.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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‘New’  Black  Lesbian,  Gay  Movement  Heralded 

*It  Was  All  About  Home  ’ 


“As  Proud  of  our  Gayness  as  we  are  of  our  Blackness’’  —  The  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (nee,  NCBG)  banner  at  the  20th  Anniversary  March  on  Washington, 
August  27,  1983. 

The  NCBLG  Family  Gathers 


By  Je welle  Gomez 

ST.  LOUIS  —  “I  haven’t  seen  this  many 
Black  folks  just  hanging  out  together,  hav¬ 
ing  a  good  time  since  I  left  Concord  Baptist 
Church.”  That  sentiment  of  surprise  open¬ 
ed  the  annual  conference  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  held 
in  St.  Louis,  November  29  through 
December  1 .  The  excitement  was  sustained 
from  the  first  keynote  address  by  Henry 
Chinn,  assistant  director  of  Cooperative 
Legal  Education  at  Northeastern  University 
in  Boston,  to  the  flurry  of  phone-number 
exchanging  in  the  Sheraton  lobby  as  people 
dashed  to  their  homeward-bound  flights. 

Two  hundred  Afro-American  lesbians 
and  gay  men  met  for  three  days  to  discuss 
issues  of  major  importance  to  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  to  devise  strategies  to  address  the 
myriad  of  oppressions  we  face.  As  is  true 
with  most  conferences,  many  panels  com¬ 
peted  with  each  other  for  our  attention. 
Clusters  of  people  stood  Saturday  morning 
in  the  lobby  trying  to  decide  between  atten¬ 
ding  the  panel  on  Spirituality  as  a  Liberating 
Force,  the  one  on  AIDS  in  the  Black  Com¬ 
munity,  or  that  on  Using  Electoral  Politics. 

NCBLG,  originally  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  Gays,  was  cofounded  by  A. 
Billy  Jones  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  now 
has  Gilberto  Gerald  as  its  executive  director. 
There  are  chapters  in  Washington, 
Baltimore,  the  Bay  Area,  and  Minnesota, 
with  an  individual  membership  that  spans 
the  east  and  west  coasts.  People  from 


Gwendolyn  Rogers  in  Nairobi 


everywhere  seemed  to  be  milling  around  the 

hotel  lobby  on  Saturday. 

*  *  * 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  a  man  about  45 
years  old  stood  outside  the  room  where  part 
two  of  the  workshop  on  AIDS  in  the  Black 
Community  was  resuming.  “I  can’t  go  back 
in  there,  it’s  too  sad,”  he  said.  A  young 
woman  took  his  hand  and  said,  “That  was 
part  one.  Now  it’s  time  to  get  mad.  Come 
on.”  They  went  back  in  while  I  continued  a 
debate  with  some  sisters  on  whether  to  at¬ 
tend  that  workshop  or  one  on  Bringing  the 
Black  Family  Home  or  the  Report-Back 
from  Nairobi.  It  was  all  about  home. 

Saturday  afternoon  included  sessions  on 
international  solidarity,  violence  against 
gays  and  women,  and  building  positive  gay 
images.  This  last  panel  included  Dr.  Vickie 
Mays,  of  the  University  of  Calif.,  Los 
Angeles,  who  has  been  assembling  written 
interviews  for  her  historic  study  on  Black 
lesbian  couples.  She  still  has  a  shortage  of 
questionnaire  responses  from  women  on  the 
east  coast.  Those  interested  should  get  in¬ 
formation  from  NCBLG,  930  F  St.  NW, 
No.  514,  Washington,  DC  20004. 

Among  many  exceptional  workshops  was 
one  on  Building  an  Autonomous  Black  Gay 
Press.  The  panelists  were  a  microcosm  of 
the  creative  and  business  impulses  in  our 
community,  offering  a  model  of  intellectual 
examination  and  practical  information. 
This  workshop  was  particularly  important 
in  light  of  the  current  effort  to  expand 
distribution  of  the  NCBLG  publication, 
Habari-Daftari.  Outgoing  editor  from 
Chicago,  Chris  Cothran,  described  his 
struggle  to  assemble  the  news  and  other  in¬ 
formation  that  is  most  often  missing  from 
both  straight  and  gay  publications.  Also  on 
the  panel  was  Essex  Hemphill  of  D.C.,  who 
discussed  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  establishing 
Be  Bop  Press  and  publishing  his  own  book 
of  poems,  Earth  Life.  As  a  co-founder  of 
Nethula,  a  journal  of  Black  arts,  Hemphill 
learned  the  practical  elements  of  publishing 
that  helped  him  establish  Be  Bop. 

Another  panelist  with  self-publishing  and 
editorial  experience  was  Cheryl  Clarke,  of 
New  Jersey,  a  poet  and  member  of  the 


editorial  collective  of  Conditions  magazine 
in  Brooklyn.  Clarke  discussed  the  reticence 
of  Black  women  and  men  to  identify 
themselves  as  writers  and  the  way  that  has 
slowed  our  entry  into  the  writing  world.  She 
also  pointed  out  the  value  of  poetry  readings 
as  a  fundraising  tool  and  an  organizing 
method.  The  art  of  self-publishing  follows, 
she  said,  in  a  long  and  honorable  American 
literary  tradition;  the  extraordinary  sales  of 
her  first  book,  Narratives,  under  her  own 
imprint  and  then  that  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press  proved  that  it  can 
also  be  good  business. 

Joe  Beam,  of  Philadelphia,  discussed  his 
early  writing  —  doing  reviews  of  “women’s 
music”  for  alternative  presses.  He 
developed  the  skills  and  credentials  to  edit 
an  anthology  of  writing  by  Black  gay  men, 
In  the  Life,  which  will  be  published  by 
Alyson  Press,  Boston,  in  1986.  Beam  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance  of  there  being  a 
variety  of  outlets  in  which  Black  lesbians 
and  gay  men  can  express  themselves. 

Assoto  Saint,  of  New  York  City,  discuss¬ 
ed  the  demise  of  Blackheart,  a  Black  men’s 
magazine  of  poetry  and  fiction,  and  asked 
very  pointed  questions  of  the  other  panelists 
about  the  collective  effort:  how  to  sustain  it, 
how  decisions  are  made,  and  how  to  avoid 
burnout  without  losing  control  of  the 
publication.  Other  panelists  emphasized 
these  were  core  problems  they  all  faced. 

Barbara  Smith,  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and 
Betty  Powell,  of  Brooklyn,  discussed  the 
genesis  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press.  They  noted  that  only  four  major 
publishers  in  the  U.S.  are  not  owned  by 
multi-national  corporations  and  explore  the 
impact  such  ownership  has  on  the  kinds  of 
books  that  are  published.  The  focus  on  pro¬ 
fit  almost  immediately  disallows  publication 
of  literature  by  Black  gays,  since  we  are  not 
perceived  as  offering  a  significant  market. 
The  panel  moderator,  Colin  Robinson, 
helped  the  panel  and  participants  to  focus 
on  the  need  for  collective  support  systems 
and  resource  sharing.  Out  of  the  session 
came  the  proposal  for  a  Black  writers’  bank 
which  would  enroll  as  many  Black,  gay 
writers  as  possible  so  that  our  names  could 
be  used  in  referral.  Such  a  “bank”  would  be 
a  particularly  important  resource  in  expan¬ 
ding  the  coverage  of  Black  events  in  the 
general  gay  community.  Often  white 
publications  know  only  a  few  Black  writers 
and  rely  on  them  without  reaching  out  to 
others. 

In  the  middle  of  this  panel’s  discussion 
session  (which  included  questions  on 
everything  from  how  to  get  around  white 
editors  who  refuse  to  capitalize  the  word 
‘Black’  to  appropriate  paper  weight  for 
printing),  I  dashed  out  to  introduce  two 
films  being  shown.  Hairpiece:  A  Film  for 
Nappy-Headed  People  is  a  short  and 
charming  animation  directed  by  Ayoka 
Chenzira.  It  elicited  hearty  laughter  and 
groans  of  recognition  of  the  days  when  the 
pursuit  of  straight  hair  was  an  Afro- 
American  obsession.  Before  Stonewall, 
directed  by  Greta  Schiller,  drew  important 
parallels  for  the  audience  between  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement  of  the  1960s  and  the  gay 
activism  that  we  are  experiencing  now.  In 
the  discussion  following  the  film,  the  au¬ 
dience  expressed  disappointment  in  the 
small  number  of  people  of  color  who  were 
interviewed  (no  Asians,  no  Latinas/os),  yet 
everyone  was  affected  by  the  film’s  ability  to 
catch  the  pain  and  exhilaration  which 
echoed  from  decade  to  decade,  from  move¬ 
ment  to  movement. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  second  keynote 
address  was  given  by  Gwendolyn  Rogers,  of 
New  York  City,  who  is  on  the  board  of 
NCBLG,  a  member  of  Salsa  Soul  Sisters, 
and  of  Sisters  in  Support  of  South  Africa. 
She  began  with  a  quote  from  a  Yoruba  pro¬ 
verb:  “If  we  stand  tall  it  is  because  we  stand 
on  the  shoulders  of  our  many  ancestors.” 
Her  call  for  a  New  Movement  of  Black  and 
gay  activism  was  made,  she  said,  in  full 
awareness  of  the  continuing  oppression 
that  affects  us.  She  pointed  to  the  terrorist 
activities  perpetrated  against  Black  people: 
the  murder  of  Eleanor  Bumpers  by  the  New 
York  City  police,  the  bombing  of  the  Black 
community  in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the 
persistent  attacks  against  gays,  including 
raids  on  Black  gay  bars  like  Blues  in  New 
York  City  and  the  series  of  homophobic  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  Amsterdam  News,  New  York 
City’s  Black  newspaper.  She  encouraged 
people  not  to  shy  away  from  approaching 
the  Black  community  and  to  be  prepared  to 
Continued  on  page  10 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

"...And  many  other  soldiers  of  rank  and  file 
gathered,  members  of  the  family, 
the  youth  and  elders  of  the  tribe. 

This  is  how  we  bond  in  fellowship  — 
in  a  circle  of  light  and  missions. 

The  family  gathered, 

armed  and  extremely  dangerous. 

—  Essex  Hemphill 

from  BLACKHEART:  family  gathering 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Thanksgiving  weekend. 
All  around  the  country  families  gather  for 
the  annual  celebration  of  the  rip-off  of  the 
Native  American  people.  But  one  family 
used  this  holiday  weekend  to  gather  under 
another  theme,  “Black  Pride  and  Solidari¬ 
ty:  The  New  Movement  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays.”  The  family  was  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  (NCBG),  and  the 
site  of  the  reunion  was  the  Sheraton-St. 
Louis. 

The  occasion  was  the  NCBG  General 
Convention/Annual  Conference,  held 
November  29-Decmeber  1,  and  represen¬ 
tatives  from  many  branches  of  the  fmaily 
were  present.  From  local  residents,  to 
chapter,  affiliate,  and  individual  members, 
to  representatives  from  the  Black  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Centre  project  of  London,  the  family 
gathered. 

NCBG’s  board  members  and  convention 
delegates  started  the  business  of  the 
weekend  by  passing  a  motion  to  change  the 
family  name  to  the  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  and  by  welcoming 
Philadelphia  writer/activist  Joe  Beam  to  the 
board  of  directors.  There  was  also  discus¬ 


sion  of  ratifying  the  organization’s  by-laws 
to  better  serve  the  needs  of  its  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  membership.  That  discussion,  however, 
was  tabled,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  more 
intensive  review  of  the  by-laws  over  a  period 
of  several  months  would  be  necessary  to 
launch  the  new  movement  of  Black  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

Following  the  General  Convention,  the 
family  was  welcomed  by  NCBLG  Executive 
Director  Gilberto  Gerald  and  the  board  Co- 
Chairs  Louis  Hughes  and  Michelle  Parker- 
son,  at  Friday  afternoon’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  session. 

On  Friday  evening  Henry  Craig  Chinn, 
Jr.,  assistant  director  of  cooperative  legal 
education  at  Northeastern  University 
School  of  Law  and  president  of  Boston’s 
Black  Men’s  Association,  delivered  the  first 
of  two  keynote  addresses.  Quoting  Baldwin, 
Fanon,  and  Aimee  Cesaire,  Chinn  spoke  of 
the  impact  of  colonization  on  the  Black  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  coalition-building  within  the 
Black  community  at  large,  stating,  “We,  as 
Black  gay  and  lesbian  people,  must  make  a 
broader  and  more  publicized  involvement  in 
our  communities  on  every  level  in  order  to 
change  the  way  that  we  are  perceived.”  He 
used  the  Black  Power  Movement  as  a 
reference,  adding,  “Recall  how  the  Black 


Muslims  and  the  Black  Panthers  were  both 
groups  that  at  first  were  looked  upon 
suspiciously  until  they  involved  themselves 
in  a  serious  way  with  Black  people’s  con¬ 
cerns.” 

Addressing  the  issue  of  fear  and  ig¬ 
norance  of  AIDS  in  our  communities, 
Chinn  stated,  “While  the  media  would  have 
the  public  believe  that  mostly  gay  men  are 
dying  of  AIDS,  it  is  the  poor  and  Blacks 
who  are  dying  disproportionately  at  higher 
rates  than  their  percentage  in  the  popula¬ 
tion.  The  Black  populace  is  not  being 
educated  about  the  illness,  at  least  not  in 
Boston  where  I  reside.  I  can  only  imagine 
that  the  situation  is  no  different  elsewhere.” 

These  themes  were  echoed  the  following 
evening  when  Gwendolyn  Rogers,  NCBLG 
board  member  and  chair  of  NCBLG’s 
political  action  and  education  committee, 
delivered  her  keynote  address,  assessing  the 
state  of  the  Black  movement  and  the  lesbian 
and  gay  movement.  Rogers  began  by  saying 
that  she  had  not  prepared  a  formal  speech. 
She  wanted  to  feel  her  audience,  knowing 
that  they  would  steer  the  direction  of  her  ad¬ 
dress.  In  a  very  powerful  extemporaneous 
talk,  Rogers  asserted  that  while  the  Black 
movement  is  in  another  period  of  dorman¬ 
cy,  and  national  gay  organizers  are  being 
forced  to  think  quickly  of  new  ways  to  raise 
funds  or  fold,  NCBLG  is  in  a  stable  finan¬ 
cial  position  and  is  continuing  to  wage 
political  battles  on  several  fronts. 

Rogers  spoke  of  the  need  for  an 
autonomous  Black  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 


ment,  stressing  that  “we  need  to  get  our 
house  in  order.”  Relating  her  experience  as 
a  delegate  to  the  U.N. -sponsored  interna¬ 
tional  women’s  conference  in  Nairobi  in  Ju¬ 
ly  of  this  year,  Rogers  warned  her  audience 
of  their  responsibility  to  speak  out  on  behalf 
of  our  brothers  and  sisters  throughout  the 
diaspora  —  particularly  those  in  South 
Africa.  At  home,  we  need  to  counter  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  Moral  Majority,  the  irrespon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Black  press,  and  the  structural 
racism  of  the  gay  movement.  Rogers’ 
keynote  was  a  pep  talk  which  she  would  not 
end  until  her  audience  indicated  by 
numerous  standing  ovations  that  they  were 
psyched. 

The  five  workshop  sessions  of  the 
weekend  carried  such  titles  as:  “Bringing 
the  Black  Family  Home,”  “Building  an 
Autonomous  Black  Gay  Press,” 
“Spirituality  as  a  Liberating  Force,” 
“Crisis:  Violence  Against  Lesbians,  Gays, 
and  Heterosexual  Women,”  “Alternative 
Strategies  for  Organizational  Development 
in  the  Black  Community/Coalition 
Building,”  and  “Our  International  Man¬ 
dates.” 

The  most  well-attended  of  the  workshops 
included:  ‘‘AIDS  in  the  Black 
Community,”  in  which  panelists  Eddie 
Continued  on  page  10 


At  home  we  need  to  counter  the  attacks 
of  the  Moral  Majority ,  the  irresponsibility 
of  the  Black  press,  and  the  structural 
racism  of  the  gay  movement. 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


coors’  lies 

Dear  GCN : 

The  Boycott  Coors  Taskforce  would  like  to  br¬ 
ing  some  facts  to  light  regarding  Coors’  record  of 
being  anti-gay  and  anti-union.  The  recent  con¬ 
troversy  over  whether  or  not  gay  publications 
should  accept  advertising  from  Coors’ 
distributor,  United  Liquors,  requires  a  response. 
United  Liquors’  spokesperson  Ray  Tye  stated  at  a 
gay  community  networking  breakfast  on  Dec.  11 
that  “Coors  in  not  anti-union  or  anti-gay.”  Fur¬ 
thermore,  Coors’  spokesperson  John  Meadows 
was  quoted  in  the  12/21/85  GCN  as  stating  that 
Coors’  employees  were  never  asked  about  their 
sexual  preferences.  These  are  outright  lies,  and  it 
is  crucial  that  our  community  not  be  misled  about 
Coors’  policies. 

At  least  four  Coors  employees  have  gone  to  the 
trouble  to  make  out  affidavits  swearing  that  they 
were  asked  many  questions  about  their  sexuality 
and  their  sexual  preference.  Affidavits  on  record 
and  signed  by  Guy  Decker,  Dick  Anderson, 
Benito  Mares,  and  Oliver  Desmarais  expose  the 
following  questions  that  were  asked  of  Coors 
employees: 

“Have  you  ever  been  involved  with  homosex¬ 
uals?” 

“What  are  your  sexual  preferences?” 

“How  often  have  you  had  sex?” 

“What  kind  of  sex?” 

In  addition,  Irene  Temple,  a  Coors  employee, 
testified  this  way  to  the  Subcommittee  on  Labor 
Relations  of  the  House  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Labor: 

“They  asked  very  personal  questions:  are  you 
married,  divorced,  or  do  you  have  any 
boyfriends?  How  many?  Do  you  ever  have  sex? 
How  often?...  If  I  didn’t  answer  the  questions,  I 
would  not  get  the  job.  They  made  that  clear.  I 
hesitated  when  they  got  to  my  personal  life,  but  I 
had  no  choice.” 

Last  year,  in  a  celebrated  court  case,  reported 
in  all  the  gay  press  for  all  to  see,  Coors  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  sued  gay  activist  Howard  Wallace  for 
organizing  the  boycott  on  the  West  Coast.  Coors 
sought  the  confidential  mailing  list  of  the  Coors 
boycott  group.  Judge  Spencer  Williams  of  the 
California  District  Court  threw  the  case  out  and 
ruled  that  the  gay  group  was  constitutionally  pro¬ 
tected  from  divulging  its  membership  list, 
because  it  sought  to  oppose  Coors’  lie  detector 
tests  for  employees. 

But  the  danger  which  Coors  represents  to  the 
gay  community  was  well  demonstrated  as  recently 
as  Nov.  20  in  Boston  when  quarantining  AIDS 
victims  at  the  old  leper  colony  in  Boston  Harbor 
was  urged  at  a  forum  sponsored  by  Morality  in 
Media.  In  the  past  five  years,  the  Coors  Founda¬ 
tion  has  donated  at  least  $20,000  to  Morality  in 
Media  and  Joe  Coors  is  currently  on  its  national 
planning  board.  On  just  this  matter  of  quaran¬ 
tine,  Coors  has  publicly  stated  that  he  is  proud  of 
donating  money  to  the  Moral  Majority,  whose 
leader,  Jerry  Falwell,  has  also  recently  called  for 
quarantining  AIDS  victims. 

The  Coors  Boycott  Coalition  urges  everyone  in 
our  community  to  become  better  educated  about 
Coors  and  not  to  contribute  to  our  own  oppres¬ 
sion  by  purchasing  Coors  beer.  It  should  not  be 
too  much  for  our  community  to  come  together  on 
this  issue  for  which  there  exists  ample  documenta¬ 
tion  of  Coors’  anti-gay  and  anti-union  activity, 
not  to  mention  the  racist,  ablist,  and  anti-semitic 
policies  being  pushed  by  Coors’  organization  like 
the  Heritage  Foundation,  the  Committee  for  a 
Free  Congress,  the  Moral  Majority  and  all  the 
rest. 

Coors’  organizations  create  the  policies  that 
seek  to  deprive  us  of  our  rights  and  intimidate  us, 
and  Coors’  money  pays  for  the  furtherance  of 
these  policies.  It  is  our  solidarity  which  will  drive 
Coors  and  his  policies  of  quarantine  and  pre¬ 
judice  out  of  Massachusetts,  New  England,  and 
the  U.S. 

As  far  as  being  anti-union  goes,  Joe  Coors  is 
on  the  national  Board  of  Americans  Against 
Union  Control  of  Government  and  has  busted  the 
following  unions:  Asbestos  Workers  Local  28, 
Boilermakers  Local  101,  Brewery  Workers  Local 
366,  Bricklayers  Local  1,  Carpenters  District 
Council,  Cement  Masons  Local  577,  Electricians 
Local  68,  Glaziers  Local  930,  Iron  Workers  Local 
24,  Lathers  Local  68,  Linoleum  Layers  Local  41 9, 
Millwrights  Local  2834,  Painters  Local  79, 
Pipefitters  Local  208,  Plumbers  Local  3,  Roofers 
Local  41,  Sheetmetal  Local  9,  and  Tile,  Marble, 
and  Helpers  Local  25. 

Gerry  Scoppettuolo 
Boycott  Coors  Task  Force 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Activists  (GALA) 
OPEIU/AFL-CIO  Organizing  Staff 
Northampton,  MA 


and  besides,  it 
tastes  bad 

Dear  GCN: 

One  issue  that  has  been  missed  in  the  furor  over 
Coors  (and  your  December  21st  pieces  on  it  were 
excellent)  is  that  the  beer,  which  “took  off”  dur¬ 
ing  the  Nixon  years  when  premature  yuppies  in 
the  White  House  flew  crates  of  it  to  the  East,  is  a 
weak  excuse  for  a  decent  brew. 

It  is  a  risky  business  for  a  recovering  alcoholic 
to  argue  the  taste  of  beer,  but  I  did  love  beer  and 
was  always  amazed  that  American  consumers  set¬ 
tled  for  such  tepid  stuff  as  we  get  —  of  which 
Coors  is  a  prime  example.  Even  if  I  agreed  with 
Joseph  Coors,  and  had  not  stopped  drinking,  I’d 
boycott  Coors  on  grounds  of  taste.  Can  I  suggest 
GCN  consider  a  fair  and  honest  taste  test  compar¬ 
ing  Coors,  Kirin,  Ballantyne  Ale  (is  my  spelling 
right  on  that?),  and  any  two  standard  U.S.  brews 
plus  one  good  regional,  such  as  the  one  produced 
in  New  York  State,  and  one  or  two  good  Euro¬ 
pean  imports?  I’ll  bet  the  Japanese  and  European 
brews  —  and  possibly  the  ale  —  prove  more 
popular.  Beer  can  be  so  good  and  Coors  is  so  se¬ 
cond  rate,  even  if  they  had  good  politics  it 
wouldn’t  be  worth  it. 

David  McReynolds 
New  York,  NY 

no  one’s  perfect 

Dear  GCN: 

Re:  The  Coors  boycott,  if  you  knew  the 
character  and  policies  of  the  heads  of  most  cor¬ 
porations,  you  wouldn’t  want  to  buy  their  pro¬ 
ducts  either.  For  example,  if  you  knew  the  anti- 
environmental  practices  of  any  oil  company,  you 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  fuel  your  car. 

Doesn’t  the  gay  community  have  more  impor¬ 
tant  items  on  its  agenda? 

Peter  N.  Reed 
Phoenix,  AZ 

a  note  for  frank 

Dear  GCN: 

This  note  is  for  all  those  who  knew  and  wrote 
Mr.  Frank  Ernest  Randall  (Frank  Randall)  in  the 
prison  system  in  Iowa.  We  are  grieved  to  learn 
that  Frank  has  died  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
hospitals  after  drinking  cleaning  solution  to  end 
his  life. 

I  am  Frank’s  cousin  and  we  were  close.  Frank 
has  led  a  life  of  loneliness.  He  never  could  find  the 
love  he  needed.  By  becoming  gay  he  found  not 
just  some  love  but  a  lot  of  love  from  our  gay 
brothers  and  sisters.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  the 
gay  people  who  wrote  to  Frank.  You  helped  some 
(and  a  lot).  I’m  sorry  to  say  he  held  his  feelings 
locked  up  inside  his  heart  too  long  which  resulted 
in  his  losing  hope  and  killing  himself.  I  now  plead 
with  you  if  you  know  anyone  who’s  down  [in 
prison],  especially  those  who  are  gay,  show  them 
as  much  love  as  you  can,  especially  those  with 
AIDS.  Make  their  days  a  little  more  hopeful. 
Thank  you, 

William  Lacey 
Box  A  206637 
Oakdale,  IA  52319 

[Prisoner  Project  note:  a  poem  by  Frank  was 
published  in  our  last  prisoner  poetry  center 
spread.] 


the  quest  for 
comprehensive 
aids  coverage 

Dear  GCN: 

Why  is  our  concept  of  the  AIDS  crisis  like  an 
elephant?  Because  we  ourselves  are  like  the  pro¬ 
verbial  blind  pack:  each  has  a  hand  on  a  part,  but 
none  has  an  understanding  of  the  whole. 

Our  knowledge  remains  fragmentary  because 
the  mass  media,  both  gay  and  straight,  have  failed 
to  provide  a  coverage  of  AIDS  that  is  grounded 
on  vigorous  investigative  reporting,  sharpened  by 
exhaustive  follow-up,  and  integrated  into  a  com¬ 
prehensive  point  of  view.  For  example,  for  more 
than  six  months  now  a  major  San  Francisco 
hospital  has  kept  unused  on  its  shelves  an  anti¬ 
viral  drug  that  many  AIDS  people  desperately 
need  but  cannot  obtain  except  by  going  to  Mex¬ 
ico.  Who  is  the  media  pressing  hard-nosed  ques¬ 
tions  about  such  bureaucratic  bungles?  No  one. 

Partly  as  a  result  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
media,  people  who  have  life-saving  information 
cannot  get  it  into  the  hands  of  those  who  need  it 
most,  medical  researchers  needlessly  duplicate 
each  other’s  studies,  a  swelling  tide  of  homo¬ 
phobia  sweeps  along  a  public  starved  for  reliable 
information,  and  an  ill-informed  government 
responds  with  halting,  piecemeal,  and  uncoor¬ 
dinated  politices. 

In  order  to  get  a  more  comprehensive  media 
understanding  of  AIDS,  we  the  undersigned  pro¬ 
pose  to  create  a  unique  new  endeavor:  The 
Whole-Picture  Project.  This  will  be  a  nonprofit 
institute  that  will  underwrite  the  expenses  and 
salary  of  a  lesbian  or  gay  reporter  for  one  year. 
The  reporter,  a  seasoned  journalist  yet  to  be 
determined,  will  travel  around  the  country 
vigorously  pursuing  all  significant  AIDS  leads, 
uncovering  any  suspicious  dark  corners,  cross- 
examining  medical  experts,  scrutinizing  public 
office  holders,  and  integrating  the  latest  findings 
into  a  comprehensive  overview.  By  so  doing,  the 
reporter  will  uncover  new  developments  and  in¬ 
tegrate  information  in  a  way  that  no  one  in  the 
mass  media  now  has  the  means  or  motivation  to 
do,  thereby  helping  to  enlighten  people  with 
AIDS,  the  government  and  the  public  at  large. 

The  Whole-Picture  Project  foresees  an  initial 
budget  of  $75,000  to  pay  for  the  salary,  travelling 
expenses,  secretarial  support,  and  other  costs  of  a 
top-notch  lesbian  or  gay  reporter.  We  seek 
donors,  both  large  and  small,  across  the  nation 
who  would  be  willing  to  underwrite  such  a  pro¬ 
ject,  serve  on  its  board  of  directors,  select  the 
journalist  in  question,  and  review  his  or  her  work. 
We  ourselves  (all  veteran  gay  activists)  are  only 
the  facilitators  of  the  project  and  will  retire  from 
its  services  once  its  board  and  contributors  are 
established. 

If  you  or  anyone  you  know  can  help  us  create 
and  maintain  such  a  project,  please  get  in  touch 
with  us  at  once  at  The  Whole-Picture  Project, 
2215-R  Market  Street,  #238,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114  (telephone  [415]  547-2200).  We  assure  you 
both  of  complete  confidentiality  and  of  the 
seriousness  and  capability  of  the  project. 
Remember,  throwing  money  after  AIDS  research 
is  not  enough.  We  need  to  have  access  to  the 
whole  picture. 

Sincerely, 

The  Whole-Picture  Project 
Hank  Wilson,  Ben  Gardiner,  Burt  Gerrits, 
Arthur  Evans 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Looking  for  the  opportunity 
to  break 

into  graphic  arts? 

Gay  Community  News,  the  national  newsweekly  for  lesbians 
gay  men,  seeks  a  highly  motivated  design  director  who  wants  to  put  a 
strong  design  sensibility  to  work  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  design  director  at  GCN  is  responsible  for  the  overall  look  of  the 
paper.  You’ll  design— or  assign  to  volunteer  artists— each  week’s  front 
cover  and  centerspread  feature  article,  as  well  as  our  highly  regarded 
monthly  book  supplement.  You’ll  also  oversee  the  production  of  each 
week’s  paper,  design  special  promotional  material,  and  recruit 

production  and  art  volunteers. 

This  job  is  a  great  opportunity  to  develop  a  range  of  graphic  arts  skills — 
pasteup,  layout,  design,  type  specing— in  a  fast-paced,  politically 

exciting  environment. 

GCN  is  committed  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
anti-classism,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process.  We’re  looking 
for  someone  who  shares  our  commitment,  and  someone  who  can  bring 
a  strong  design  sensibility  and  the  requisite  skills.  We  offer  low  pay 
($1 50/week),  great  benefits  (four  weeks  vacation,  fully  paid  health/ 
life  insurance),  and  lots  of  opportunity  to  display  your  talents. 

To  apply,  please  send  in  a  letter  and  resume  (work  samples  will  be 
examined  during  an  interview)  to:  Art  Search  Committee/  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street  #5,  Boston  MA  02111, 426-4469. 

GCN  particularly  encourages  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  to  apply. 


GayCommunityNews 

Cover  design  by  Tom  Huth 

Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  col¬ 
lective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of 
events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of 
a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership 
of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membership.  The  paper  is  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  (except  a  week  in  December 
and  a  week  in  August)  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Education  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent 
the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed 
letters  and  columns  represent  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage 
all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism, 
and  information,  and  to  volunteer  and 
become  members. 

GCN  collective  (in  alphabetical  order 
by  primary  title/function): 

•indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE:  Susan 
Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art 
Cohen,  Gordon  Gottlieb 
ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator: 

Design  Assistant:  Amy  Groves 
Illustrators/Layout:  Francis  Alix,  Tom 
Huth,  Miranda  Kolbe,  Ellen  Meyers, 
Daniel  Emberley,  Susan  Yousem, 
Priscilla  Lynch 

Proofreaders:  Linda  Burnett,  Michael 
Grossman,  Rob  Krikorian,  Abe 
Rybeck,  Read  Weaver 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS:  Art  Cohen 
(president),  Steve  Dyer,  Amy  Groves, 
Raymond  Hopkins,  Tom  Huth,  Shelley 
Mains,  Carl  Mann,  Louise  Rice. 
CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Marcos  Bisticas- 
Cocoves* 

Staff:  Linda  Gwizdak,  Rebecca  Gorlin, 
Michael  Cain,  David  Griffith,  Carl  Mann, 
Janna  Bremer,  Bob  Gettings,  Bill  Sweet, 
David  LaFontaine,  David  Waight 
CLASSIFIEDS 
Coordinator:  Brian  Flynn* 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE:  Roger  Frye, 
Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer 
COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Gordon  Gottlieb* 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 
Coordinator:  Laurie  Sherman* 

Ad  Rep:  Catherine  Lohr 
Staff:  Betsy  Duren 
DISTRIBUTION 
Boston  area:  Barb  Cishcke 
Bulk  Distribution:  Ray  Hopkins 
New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity 
Distribution,  1050  East  4th  Street, 
Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 
FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 
Editor:  Loie  Hayes* 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 
Calendar  Coordinator:  Miranda  Kolbe 
Staff:  Siong-huat  Chua,  Art  Cohen, 
Carrie  Dearborn,  Nicholas  Deutsch, 
Charles  Henry  Fuller,  Clifford  Gallo, 
Diane  Hamer,  Janice  Irvine,  Sally  Jor¬ 
dan,  Marybeth  Kadlac,  Bill  Kriedler, 

Pat  M.  Kuras,  John  Kyper,  Robin  Lip- 
pincott,  Mark  McHarry,  Duncan  Mit- 
chel,  Julie  Ogletree,  Cindy  Patton, 
Veneita  Porter,  H.W.  Seng,  Donald 
Stone,  Maida  Tilchen,  Tim  Walton, 
Nancy  Wechsler 
INDEXER:  Charles  Ash 
NEWS  DEPARTMENT 
Editor:  Stephanie  Poggi* 

Local  Reporter:  Kim  Westheimer* 

Staff  Writer:  Marcos  Bisticas- 
Cocoves* 

Intern:  Regina  Gillis 
Staff:  Scott  Brookie,  Joanne  Brown, 
Art  Cohen,  Sib  Connor,  Pam  Dorries, 
Marie  Godwin,  Ann  Holder,  Stephen 
Hunt,  Sue  Hyde,  Janice  Irvine, 
Micheline  Justman,  John  Kyper,  Bob 
Nelson,  Michelle  Nethercott,  Mark 
O’Malley,  Sharon  Page,  Jim  Ryan, 
Michael  Schwartz,  Glenn  Sitzmann, 
Sharon  Vardartira,  Diana  Woodall, 
John  Zeh 

OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJ. 

Mike  Riegle* 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Daven¬ 
port,  Freddie  Greenfield,  Larry  Hitt, 
Mona  Smith 

PHOTOGRAPHERS:  Susan  Bernstein, 
Marie  Favorito,  Susan  Fleischmann, 
Marilyn  Humphries,  Debbie  Rich, 

RINK,  Ellen  Shub,  Brian  Quinby 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Brian  Flynn* 

Staff:  Dave  Peterson 
Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
STAFF  WRITER:  Pam  Mitchell* 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
GCN  Typesetting  Coordinator: 

Pam  Mitchell* 

Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator: 

Vicki  Gabriner 

Staff:  Amy  Groves,  Miranda  Kolbe, 
Michael  Grossman,  Nancy  Wechsler, 
Lorraine  Cooley,  Lois  Harmon, 
Suzanne  Sowinski 

©1986,  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation, 
Inc.,  all  rights  reserved,  reprint  by  permission  only. 
Our  office  is  located  at  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111.  (617)  426-4469. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass.  An¬ 
nual  subscription  rate  is  $29.  ISSN:  0147-0728. 
Member  New  England  Press  Association,  Reporters 
Committee  for  Freedom  of  the  Press,  COSMEP 
member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index, 
published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center, 
Inc.,  Box  7229,  Baltimore,  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-12  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm 
for  $30/volume.  Write  GC/V/Microfllm  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


■  -  -  -  Gay  Community  News,  January  11,  1986*  Page  5 

Speaking  Out - 


Prisoner  With  AIDS:  Double  Isolation 

*  By  Ed  Bubbenmayer,  M7873,  Box  200,  Camp  Hill,  PA  17011 
[This  letter  is  from  a  prisoner  with  AIDS  recently  transferred  from  one  of  the  state 
prisons  to  a  prison  hospital  —  and  apparently  about  to  be  transferred  back.] 


Your  letter  came  today.  It’s  the  only  mail  I  have  had  in  weeks.  I  started  to  feel  as  if  I  had 
dropped  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  Most  of  my  friends  have  dropped  away  because  of  the 
state  of  my  health,  as  if  I  could  pass  it  on  through  the  mail.  I  have  been  gay  all  of  my  life  and 
still  don’t  understand  gays.  I  don’t  even  try  anymore. 

I  hope  you  don’t  mind  a  personal  letter  from  someone  you  don’t  know,  but  seeing  how 
it  is  Christmas  Eve  and  I’m  feeling  more  lonely  than  usual  I  need  to  talk  to  someone.  (I’m 
the  only  one  awake  as  I  don’t  sleep  well  these  days,  being  afraid,  oddly  enough,  of  not 
waking  up  to  live  one  more  day  in  this  hell  hole.)  I  don’t  know  how  much  longer  I  can  keep 
up  the  front  of  being  able  to  deal  with  having  the  Big  (A)  all  by  myself.  I  have  always  told 
myself  from  the  very  start  of  the  outbreak  that  I  would  be  able  to  deal  with  it,  but  I’m  not 
doing  as  well  as  I  thought  I  would.  I’m  sick  of  having  people  say  “Don’t  get  too  close,”  or 
“I  am  not  worried  about  getting  it  but  I  have  a  family  to  think  of,”  or  worse,  “God  has 
finally  made  you  pay  for  your  sick  sinful  ways.”  Not  always  said  in  just  so  many  words,  of 
course. 

There  are  three  other  inmates  here  with  me.  (There  were  four  but  Ron  died  last  week.) 
If  it  was  not  for  Mark,  Bobby,  Steve  and  myself  to  look  after  each  other,  there  would  be  no 
one  to  care  for  us  at  all. 

But  there  is  a  sad  part  to  all  of  this.  I  was  told  that  some  time  after  the  new  year  Mark 
will  be  sent  back  to  the  prison  in  Dallas  [PA],  Steve  will  go  back  to  Muncy  and  I  will  be  sent 
to  Rockview  prison.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  is  afraid  of  a  suit  by  the 
“corrections  officers”  here  who  fear  for  their  own  health.  If  we  are  sent  away,  they’ll  put  us 
back  in  isolation  (death  row  probably),  even  though  I  have  only  a  year  before  my  release 
date.  Mark’s  dad  is  challenging  this  in  the  courts  but  has  lost  the  first  round.  The  judge  said, 
“if  they  don’t  want  to  keep  them  in  jail  what  makes  you  think  people  want  them  on  the 
street.  I  don’t  have  to  release  them  before  they’ve  served  their  time.”  Rather  fine  attitude 
for  a  man  of  the  law,  don’t  you  think? 

I  don’t  worry  for  myself  as  I  can  deal  with  the  redneck  ideas  these  guys  have  here,  but 
Steve  don’t  have  any  fight  left  in  him.  He  weighs  96  lbs.  and  is  covered  with  skin  cancer.  The 
boy  can  hardly  feed  himself  and  instead  of  placing  him  on  the  outside  to  be  cared  for,  they 
want  to  put  him  back  in  a  cell. 

The  other  gays  here  don’t  have  much  to  say  to  any  of  us.  They  stop  by  to  see  Bobby 
because  he  is  from  here,  but  they  don’t  get  too  close  and  they  don’t  speak  to  anyone  but 
Bobby.  They  act  as  if  the  rest  of  us  are  not  there.  I  would  understand  straights  acting  like 
that,  but  not  another  faggot?  When  one  of  them  falls  helpless  to  the  Big  (A),  they  will  see 
just  how  bad  it  was  for  us. 

I  spoke  with  my  sister.  She  said  she  had  phoned  to  come  visit  for  X-mas  and  the  prison 


people  told  her  I  was  not  allowed  to  have  visitors.  She  was  really  p.o.  about  all  of  this  and 
will  be  up  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Someone  will  give  her  some  answers  or  find  themselves 
in  court.  She  really  gets  out  of  hand  when  it  comes  to  her  baby  brother. 

As  for  pamphlets  on  AIDS,  please  send  any  and  all  info  you  have.  I’ve  already  started  a 
scrapbook  with  what  appears  in  GCN.  Thank  you  for  running  my  ad  for  me.  The  last  one 
you  ran  I  had  6  people  answer.  Out  of  the  6  only  2  are  still  writing:  a  school  teacher  from 
Ohio  and  a  lesbian  from  Phila.  PA.  Joyce  has  visited  a  lot  over  the  last  year  and  has  been  a 
real  support  to  me  in  all  of  this.  In  fact,  she  has  gone  out  of  her  way  to  help  me  any  way  she 
can.  We  will  be  living  together  if  I  ever  get  out.  But  I  need  to  have  more  contact  with  the  gay 
world.  I  have  all  the  straight  contact  I  can  stand.  I  need  to  be  able  to  tell  gays  what  it  is  like  to 
deal  with  the  loneliness  and  the  hurt  of  pain  and  how  sorry  you  feel  to  have  someone  you  like 
turn  on  you  because  you  are  sick;  and  then  to  watch  others  who  have  AIDS  get  sicker  each 
day  that  passes  and  you  are  helpless  to  do  anything  about  it  but  be  by  their  side  and  hold 
their  hand  and  let  them  know  that  you  care  even  if  no  one  else  does;  I’d  like  to  tell  all  gays 
and  lesbians  to  stand  side  by  side  to  show  the  world  of  straights  that  we  care  for  each  other  if 
no  one  else  does.  Gays  have  come  a  long  way  to  let  this  push  us  back  into  the  ice  age.  I  will 
not  give  up  the  fight  and  I  refuse  to  lay  down  and  do  nothing.  I  matter  to  me  if  to  no  one  else. 
I  am  proud  to  call  myself  a  gay  male.  What  does  it  matter  if  you  love  male/female, 
male/male  or  female  to  female,  just  so  long  as  you  do.  I  know  this  will  send  me  to  my  death 
but  I  feel  I  will  die  knowing  I  did  what  I  could. 

Well,  I  ran  my  pen  long  enough.  Have  yourself  a  happy  and  joyful  holiday.  I  send  my 
love  to  the  staff  of  GCN  for  all  they  have  done  for  gays.  You  have  done  a  great  job  and  some 
day  I  hope  to  be  able  to  meet  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  thank  you  all  personally. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Politics  of  AIDS  in  Prison 

By  Ed  Mead,  251397,  Box  777,  Monroe,  WA  98272 


According  to  televison  news  reports,  there  are  two  cases  of  possible  AIDS  in 
Washington  state’s  prison  system.  Both  of  these  were  in  remote  medium  security  facilities. 
The  official  response  to  this  development  has  not  been  recorded  as  of  yet,  although  there 
will  be  many  opportunities  in  the  future  for  measuring  their  reply.  As  the  disease  continues 
to  spread  into  the  lower  economic  strata  of  the  heterosexual  working  class,  it  will  only  be  a 
matter  of  time  before  more  and  more  victims  of  the  disease  find  their  way  into  the  states’ 
prison  systems.  This  is  a  likelihood  prisoners  should  start  thinking  about  now,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  blind  overreaction  that  has  taken  place  in  some  states  when  confronted  with  an  AIDS 
case. 

On  August  8,  1985,  for  example,  the  warden  of  the  Stillwater  prison  in  Minnesota 
informed  the  population  that  a  new  admission  to  the  institution  had  been  diagnosed  as 
having  symptoms  of  a  condition  related  to  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome,  or  pre- 
AIDS,  which  means  that  the  person  is  carrying  the  AIDS  virus.  The  panic  resulting  from  the 
warden’s  announcement  made  it  necessary  to  lock  the  prison  down  for  10  days. 

The  panic  at  Stillwater  is  a  phenomenon  that  can  be  found  to  one  degree  or  another  in 
every  facility  where  AIDS-infected  prisoners  are  confined.  In  California  guards  were 
unwilling  to  accompany  or  apply  physical  restraints  on  an  AIDS  patient  who  was  being 
transferred  to  another  facility.  In  Arizona  three  guards  were  allowed  transfers  from  the  state 
prison  at  Florence  following  confirmation  of  that  system’s  only  known  AIDS  case. 

In  more  enlightened  areas  the  response  has  been  just  as  intense,  although  considerably 
more  rational.  Prisoners  at  Saint-Gilles  in  Brussels  reacted  to  the  discovery  of  HTLV-III 
antibodies  in  fellow  prisoners  by  refusing  to  go  back  to  their  cells  after  exercise  period  and  15 
prisoners  took  to  the  roof  in  support  of  their  demands.  The  protest  sought  mandatory  blood 
screening  to  determine  if  prisoners  have  AIDS,  and  special  treatment  and  care  for  prisoners 
that  do.  The  policy  of  different  jurisdiction  varies  on  this  issue.  In  Michigan’s  prison  system 
it  is  policy  for  AIDS  cases  to  stay  in  population  unless  they  are  physically  ill,  while  the  guards 
are  demanding  the  isolation  of  these  patients. 

According  to  the  September  3,  1985  issue  of  Criminal  Justice  Newsletter,  “The  New 
York  Department  of  Correctional  Services  has  reported  196  confirmed  cases;  128  have 
died.”  New  Jersey  has  73  AIDS  cases  in  its  prison  system,  Florida  has  26.  Nevada  something 
like  11.  California  10.  Texas  8,  Oregon  2,  at  least  one  case  in  Michigan,  Minnesota  and 
Arizona,  and  12  cases  in  the  federal  prison  system.  These  figures  probably  represent  only  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg.  Most  of  the  prison  AIDS  cases  are  in  the  Northeast,  and  most  of  them  are 
I.V  drug  users.  In  New  York,  for  example,  where  most  of  the  cases  have  been  diagnosed, 
nearly  two-thirds  of  them  are  I.V.  drug  users. 

AIDS  is  a  viral  disease  for  which  no  cure  has  yet  been  found.  It  strips  the  body  of  its 
ability  to  fend  off  infection,  cancer,  and  other  foreign  agents.  The  disease  is  apparently 
transmitted  through  the  exchange  of  body  fluids,  as  in  some  kinds  of  sexual  contact,  shared 
intravenous  drug  use,  or  blood  transfusions. 

The  lack  of  understanding  about  how  AIDS  can  be  spread  has  created  a  lot  of  fear. 
AIDS  cannot  be  spread  through  casual  contact  with  an  infected  individual.  You  cannot  get 
AIDS  by  being  near  the  affected  person  or  by  sharing  towels.  The  head  of  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  called  the  likelihood  of  school  children  passing  AIDS  “much  less  likely 
than  the  chance  of  the  boiler  that  heats  the  (school)  building  blowing  up.”  AIDS  is  not 
transmitted  through  the  air  (sneezes,  coughs)  or  from  objects  an  infected  person  may  have 
used  (water  glasses,  toilet  seats,  etc.). 

With  all  these  things  in  mind,  there  are  some  questions  we  should  be  asking:  Should  the 
HTLV-III  antibody  test  be  voluntary  or  mandatory  for  prisoners?  If  the  results  of  such  a  test 
are  positive,  should  that  fact  be  made  known  to  the  population  and  guard  staff  as  a  whole? 
And,  lastly,  should  those  with  positive  test  results  be  quarantined  from  the  mainline 
prisoners?  The  answer  to  these  questions  must  be  based  upon  objective  realities  rather  than 
subjective  impressions,  on  fact  rather  than  fear. 

Based  upon  the  research  this  writer  has  done,  the  correct  answer  to  each  of  the  above 
questions  is  resolved  in  favor  of  the  tested  prisoner.  Testing  should  be  available  on  a 
voluntary  basis,  for  those  who  want  it,  although  because  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  tests  and 
the  possibility  of  abuse  in  use  of  the  results,  prisoners  are  encouraged  not  to  take  the  tests. 


Test  results  should  remain  a  private  matter  between  doctor  and  patient,  and  under  no 
circumstances  be  made  public.  And  finally,  those  with  positive  results  should  not  be  isolated 
unless  the  disease  is  advanced  to  the  point  where  hospitalization  is  required. 

[An  AIDS  political  and  medical  information  packet  is  available  free  to  prisoners  by  writing: 
Mike/GCN  PP,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.] 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
1-800-235-2331. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston,  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 

Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  ( 522-4090 ) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m. -10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 

1-800-221-7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  11205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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We  offer  a  warm,  congenial  atmosphere. 
Our  rooms  have  working  fireplaces,  private 
baths  and  period  furniture. 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


,50  Hunting  ,5 

A5U  Boston,  ^.6060 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 


•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 


We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 


Insurance  accepted. 


b d 


behayior 

awociates 


DANVERS  OFFICE  OPEN  •  774-0142 

45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


STANHOPE 

•—FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02 143 

by  appointment  only 


666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Boston  Gay  Men  9s  Chorus  Rings  in  the  New  Year 

Men’s  Voices  in  Harmony 


Strike  the  Harp  and  Join  the 
Chorus,  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  Robert  Barney,  music 
director,  December  14,  1985,  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall  at  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory  of  Music,  Boston. 

By  Charles  Henry  Fuller 

After  the  reassuring  crunch  of 
that  last  piece  of  foil-wrapped  can¬ 
dy  landing  in  a  bag  of  Halloween 
goodies,  our  ears  turn  to  the 
sounds  of  the  United  States’ 
favorite  obsession  —  the  holiday 
season.  The  din  raised  during  this 
two-month  period  of  public  excess 
on  parade  is  impossible  to  avoid. 
Along  with  the  whirring  wheels  of 
over-stuffed  shopping  carts  and 
the  clatter  of  knives  and  forks  on 
overstuffed  plates,  we  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  perpetual  gurgle  of 
seasonal  music.  Regardless  of 
what  we  do  or  no  longer  believe  in, 
we  accept  that  Chanukah, 
Christmas,  and  New  Year’s  Day  are 
inextricably  bound  to  music  and 
music-making. 

In  their  recent  concert,  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  (BGMC)  cut 
through  much  of  the  outward 
show  of  the  holiday  season  and 
succeeded  in  sharing  a  fair 
measure  of  the  musical  and 
spiritual  joy  of  this  time  of  year. 
The  65  members  of  the  chorus 
sang  with  an  admirable  balance  of 
musical  intelligence  and  expres¬ 
sion.  Clearly,  Robert  Barney, 
BGMC’s  new  director,  was  able  to 
impart  much  of  his  own  musical 
integrity  to  the  chorus.  The  au¬ 
dience  was  treated  to  a  program  of 
high  quality  by  one  of  Boston’s 
most  distinctive  musical  groups. 

BGMC’s  program  drew  upon 
sacred  music  from  the  Judeo- 
Christian  tradition  as  well  as  many 
secular  holiday  favorites.  Of  par¬ 
ticular  note  was  a  seamless  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  “Wassail  Song,” 
which  closed  the  first  half  of  the 
concert.  Here,  all  the  things  that 
BGMC  does  best  were  apparent  —  a 
wonderful  sense  of  ensemble,  an 
individual  character  to  each  vocal 
section,  carefully  gauged  dynamics, 
clearly  enunciated  text,  and  a  fresh 
understanding  of  musical  style. 
Other  highlights  included  a  “Sim¬ 
ple  Gifts”  which  was  just  that,  a 
haunting,  terraced  “O  Holy 
Night,”  and  a  shimmering  “Carol 
of  the  Bells.”  The  traditional 
favorites  following  intermission 
(“Sleigh  Ride,’’  “Winter 
Wonderland,”  etc.)  were  fine  ex¬ 
amples  of  taste  over  sentimentali¬ 
ty.  These  performances  were  crisp, 
clean,  and  musically  rewarding. 
The  sing-along  at  the  end  of  the 
concert  remained  a  particular 
favorite  with  the  audience,  who 


sang  out  with  high-spirited  en¬ 
thusiasm. 

The  only  disappointment  of  the 
evening  was  the  Magnificat  of 
Marc-Anfoine  Charpentier,  an  ex¬ 
tended  piece  of  such  modest 
musical  interest  I  wonder  at  its  in¬ 
clusion.  This  score  offers  its  fruits 
grudgingly,  and  thus,  needs  more 
rather  than  less  musical  attention 
if  it  is  to  be  successful.  The  long, 
instrumental  introduction  was 
made  longer  by  slovenly,  wooden 
playing.  Though  the  Magnificat 
lies  well  within  BGMC’s  artistic 
grasp,  I  question  Barney’s  use  of 
full  chorus  on  a  piece  so  dependent 
upon  the  listener’s  ability  to  follow 
the  individual  vocal  parts  in  a 
linear  rather  than  homophonic 
way.  Much  of  the  flaccid,  murky 
singing  could  have  been  avoided 
by  using  fewer  voices.  Though 
BGMC’s  performance  of  the 
“Gloria”  section  of  the  work  ge¬ 
nuinely  approached  excitement,  it 
arrived  too  late  to  hold  my  in¬ 
terest. 

The  scheduling  of  the  Mag¬ 
nificat  raises  the  more  serious 
question  of  programming.  While 
this  concert’s  length  was  trimmed 
down  to  handsome  proportions 


from  the  excesses  of  last  year,  pro¬ 
gramming  still  remains  a  problem 
for  BGMC.  So  many  of  these 
selections,  though  competently 
rendered,  sounded  like  the  same 
piece.  I  do  not  mean  to  minimize 
the  considerable  difficulty  in¬ 
volved  in  designing  an  interesting 
program  which  takes  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  an  amateur,  all¬ 
male  chorus;  however,  more  atten¬ 
tion  needs  to  be  paid  to  the  overall 
pace  of  the  evening.  This  is  as 
much  a  musical  as  theatrical  con¬ 
cern.  No  performing  group  should 
bore  its  audience,  especially  when 


it  is  avoidable.  Musically, 
Barney’s  work  and  that  of  the 
chorus  is  quite  fine.  What  a  shame 
to  have  their  efforts  diminished  by 
listless  programming. 

A  special  source  of  pleasure 
throughout  the  concert  was  that 
each  piece  was  interpreted  for  the 
deaf  by  two  singers.  (Regrettably, 
none  of  the  soloists  was  credited  in 
the  program.)  Their  individual, 
and  later,  joint  interpretations, 
while  crucial  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  deaf  members  of  the  audience, 
added  significantly  to  the  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  entire  audience. 
“’Twas  the  Night  Before 
Christmas”  stands  out  in  my  mind 
both  as  a  wonderful  aural  and 
visual  accomplishment.  The  interpre¬ 
ter  in  this  case  was  himself  deaf.  His 
performance  spoke  eloquently  of 
our  collective  need  to  hear  all  of 
our  community’s  voices. 

In  these  days  when  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  under  attack  from  every 
corner,  when  our  affectional 
preferences  are  constantly 
presented  in  terms  of  perversion, 
disease,  and  death,  the  importance 
of  gay  and  lesbian  choruses  must 
not  be  trivialized.  BGMC,  like  its 
brother  and  sister  groups  across 


the  United  States  and  Canada, 
puts  itself  in  a  highly  visible  posi¬ 
tion  on  our  behalf.  Its  members 
assert  that  we  love  our  lives,  we 
love  one  another,  and  we  love  the 
creation  and  sharing  of  anything 
beautiful,  however  fleeting. 
Nothing  that  creates  a  memory 
can  be  entirely  bad,  since  in  mov¬ 
ing  beyond  the  moment  into  the 
future,  we  are  able  to  reflect  on  a 
particular  occurrence,  to  savor  it, 
and  hopefully  to  learn  whatever  it 
has  to  teach  us  over  time.  In  this 
concert,  BGMC  left  behind  many 
musical,  political,  and  spiritual 
memories. 


Chorus  members  entranced  in  a  song 


An  Introduction  Service  For 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Professionals 

IBccddiet 

Discreet,  Discriminating,  Sincere 
If  you  demand  confidentiality 

CALL  731-8934 

Monday-Friday ,  1 2-7  PM 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 
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Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
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Let 's  Go  to  Brunch  !* 


PARK  REALTY 

63  Fairmount  Ave. 
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DAVID  JOSEPH  VIEIRA 
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Comedian  Unearths  Saturday  Night  Live  Routines 

Magnusun  Performs  Reruns 


Occupational  Hazards  ( The 

Minimum  Wages  of  Sin),  Brattle 
Theatre,  December  12,  13,  14. 
Written,  directed,  and  performed 
by  Ann  Magnusun.  Co-written, 
co-directed  by  William  Fleet  Live¬ 
ly.  Associate  Producer  Lauren 
Lowenthal  Swift. 


By  Regina  Gillis 

Ann  Magnusun  has  been  billed 
as  the  latest  icon  in  performance 
art,  combining  the  talents  of 
Laurie  Anderson  and  Lily  Tomlin. 
The  New  York  Times  Magazine 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  pen  her  one  of 
New  York’s  celebrated  yuppie- 
Bohemians,  able  to  turn  a  profit 
from  avant-garde  art.  But  after  her 
performance  Thursday,  December 
12,  calling  Ann  Magnusun 
anything  more  than  an  aspiring 
comedienne  would  be  a  mistake. 

Magnusun,  like  Tomlin  and  ex- 
Not-Ready-for-Prime-Time  player 
Gilda  Radner,  proves  her  versatili¬ 
ty  as  a  character  comedienne  by 
presenting  a  total  of  ten  different 
characters  in  a  two-hour  show. 

The  Dec.  12  show  opened  with  a 
flag-laden  hybrid  of  Miss  America 
and  the  Statue  of  Liberty  (a  la 
Bette  Midler),  who  welcomed  the 
audience  to  her  “teeming  shores.” 
This  Mrs.  America  spoke  in  a 
sharply  accentuated  “TV-Speak,” 
promising  an  evening  of  “whiter 
whites,  brighter  brights,  and 
Classic  Cokes.” 

Where  Magnusun  differs  from 
Tomlin  and  Radner,  and  probably 
where  the  New  York  yuppie- 
Bohemians  consider  her  a  Laurie 


Anderson  clone,  is  with 
Magnusun’s  use  of  video 
throughout  Occupational 
Hazards.  The  video  shorts  enable 
her  simply  to  change  costume, 
while  providing  an  easy  and  ac¬ 
cessible  way  for  Magnusun  to 
drive  home  her  theory  of  mindless 
television  causing  mindlessness. 
“Mrs.  America”  breaks  quickly 
into  the  “News  at  Noon,”  hosted 
by  Kimberly  Crump,  who  Mrs. 
America  calls  the  ‘Ethel  Merman 
of  Entertainment.” 

Again,  this  segment  borrows  ex¬ 
tensively  from  Saturday  Night 
Live’s  “Weekend  Update”  by  por¬ 
traying  broadcast  journalists  as 
pompous  and  superficial.  Crump 
(Ann  Magnusun),  as  part  of  her 
“Women  at  Work”  investigative 
series,  profiles  a  child  prostitute, 
Chick  Ann  McNugget.  McNugget 
(also  Magnusun)  is  a  cross  betwen 
an  immature  Bozo  and  a  sleazy 
Raggedy  Ann  who  provides  the 
audience  with  a  wonderful  extend¬ 
ed  crotch  shot.  This  posture  is 
completely  ignored  by  Crump,  and 
ultimately  exposes  Magnusun’s 
view  of  the  shortcomings  of  TV 
news  as  shallow  and  insensitive. 

In  fact,  much  of  Occupational 
Hazards  derides  television  in  one 
form  or  another.  But  all  of 
Magnusun’s  targets  are  easy  and 
predictable.  If  it  is  not  television, 
then  it  is  the  New  Conservatism, 
pyramid  clubs,  Satanic  music, 
Hollywood  groupie  casting  agents, 
advertising  moguls,  and  yes,  even 
the  ubiquitous  yuppie-Bohemians. 

But  among  the  humorous 
predictability  are  some  real  gems. 


Magnusun  had  the  crowd  wanting 
more  after  a  15-minute  video 
about  the  last  day  in  the  life  of 
Beatrice  Redenbacher  of  the  pop¬ 
corn  family  fame.  Redenbacher 
had  an  identity  crisis  and  a  pen¬ 
chant  for  marrying  “childless  oc¬ 
togenarians,”  and  became  one  of 
the  world’s  wealthiest  widows, 
although  no  one  knew  who  she 
was.  Cut  to  a  vertical  pan  of  the 
World  Trade  Center,  follow  the 
camera  down  a  maze  of  corridors, 
and  enter  a  dingy  room  littered 
with  newspapers  and  empty  frozen 
food  packages.  Magnusun  reveals 
the  “Beatrice”  we,  as  gross  con¬ 
sumers,  have  come  to  know  and 
love.  She  has  become  a  bedridden 
reptilian  with  five-inch  fingernails 
and  shrapneled  teeth.  Everywhere 
there  are  empty  Redenbacher  pop¬ 
corn  jars  filled  with  urine.  “Aunt 
Bea”  eventually  coughs  herself  to 
death  during  a  phone  conversation 
with  her  right-hand  man,  Bob, 
while  a  faith-healing  service  blares 
away  in  the  background  on  a  poor¬ 
ly  tuned  color  TV.  Beatrice  dies  a 
br 'ken  woman,  unable  to  secure 
the  “Beatrice”  name  securely  in 
the  tampon  industry.  Oh,  the 
minimum  wages  of  sin... 

Magnusun’s  show  ends  with  the 
reappearance  of  a  disheveled  Mrs. 
America,  chained  to  a  television 
set,  leaving  some  real  pearls  of 
wisdom  to  the  audience:  “Boycott 
grapes  and  lettuce,  question 
authority,  and  start  your  own 
religion.”  Could  not  have  said  it 
better  myself,  Lily,  Bette,  Laurie, 
Gilda,  Sandra,  Carol.... 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  tree  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  0214!! 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


If  You’ve  Had  Enough 

of  hiding  your  drinking.  .  .of  feeling  hung 
over.  .  .of  making  excuses. .  .of  feeling  guilty.  .  . 
of  breaking  promises  to  yourself  and  others. 


neip  is  avanaDie. 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 


having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 
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CHIROPRACTORS,  cont. 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 


GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  C 
1 5  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 


ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9 A 

Spoffard,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 60  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR. NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  Street 
Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 


232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 


576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Sq. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861. 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
641-1234 


MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02115 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
1 05  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
Cambridge,  MA 
782-1952 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

The  first- time  video  renter  shuffles  apprehensively  to 
the  counter. 

“May  I  belt)  you?”  asks  the  clerk. 

“Yes,  I'll  take  Dumbo,  The  Ten  Commandments,  and, 
urn...”  whispering  softly, . . .  “Fisting  Ballet .  ” 

*  *  * 

The  television  has  replaced  the  X-rated  adult  movie 
theater  for  many  people  in  the  mid-1980s.  The  enjoyment  of 
at-home  erotica  before  this  decade  was  limited  mainly  to  the 
print  media  —  hard-  and  soft-core  books  and  magazines.  For 
those  who  sought  motion  in  their  pictures  there  were  the 
eight-millimeter  porn  loops,  of  the  type  generally  shown  in 
peep-show  booths,  and  the  often  scratchy  and  jumpy  prints 
of  full-length  features  shown  in  adult  theaters. 

As  the  high-tech  concept  of  video  cassette  recorders 
(VCRs)  has  become  more  affordable  during  the  past  six  or 
seven  years,  the  boundaries  of  porn-to-go  have  shifted 
dramatically.  Full-length  erotic  motion  pictures  are  now 
available  for  personal  viewing  pleasure  on  the  same  televi¬ 
sion  that  for  years  was  limited  to  bringing  you  over-the-air  or 
cable  programming. 

Smoky  cinemas  and  grimy  peep  booths  are  no  longer 
your  only  choices  for  movie  porn.  Whether  or  not  this  is  a 
positive  development  depends  on  individual  perspective. 
Some  would  suggest  that  the  impact  of  any  film,  porn  or 
otherwise,  is  diminished  on  the  small  screen  and  with  the 
lack  of  communal  audience  experience.  Others  maintain 
that  since  porn  presents  the  basically  private  experience  of 
explicit  sexual  expression,  it  is  somehow  more  fitting  to 
watch  alone  or  with  one  or  more  relatively  intimate  friends. 


Regardless,  the  greatest  freedom  the  VCR  now  affords  you  is 
the  opportunity  to  replace  Let’s  Make  A  Deal  with  Heat¬ 
stroke,  or,  say,  The  Young  and  the  Restless 'with  The  Young 
and  the  Hung. 

Picking  out  a  film  to  watch  is  tricky  because  it  isn’t 
always  easy  to  judge  a  tape  by  its  cover.  Sometimes  the 
photos  on  the  box  bear  little  or  no  resemblance  to  the  actual 
product.  Perhaps  taking  home  a  randomly  selected  video 
tape  —  with  a  50-50  prospect  of  it  being  a  winner  or  a  loser- 

—  is  the  1985  equivalent  of  the  cruising  rituals  of  the  1970s. 

*  *  * 

“Hi,  it’s  me,  ”  he  says  into  the  phone.  “You  won’t 
believe  what  I'm  watching  on  TV  right  now.  A  movie  called 
501,  can  you  deal?  The  VCR  couldn’t  have  come  at  a  better 
time  in  the  social  life  of  this  voyeur.  The  guy  across  the 
alleyway  bought  mini-blinds  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and 
ruined  everything.  What?  Of  course  I’m  kidding,  my  win¬ 
dow  looks  out  on  a  bnck  wall.  Let  me  telly  a,  I’m  always  a  lit¬ 
tle  embarrassed  renting  this  stuff,  but  I  figure  they  stock  it  in 
their  store,  so  what  the  heck.  I  just  told  the  guy  1  was  renting 
it  for  my  sister's  Bachelorette  Party. ...” 

*  *  * 

Sex  videos  are  similar  to  nothing  on  television  so  much 
as  the  soap  opera.  Many  people  refuse  to  admit  their  pleasure 
at  watching  Erica  Kane  get  her  man  on  All  My  Children  or, 
likewise,  Richard  Locke  get  his  in  El  Paso  Wrecking  Co.  Even 
this  is  changing  drastically  with  the  enduring  popularity  of 
serials  like  Dallas  and  the  distinctly  gay  male  community 
phenomenon  that  is  Dynasty.  It  seems  that  more  than  a 
small  handful  of  us  are  indulging  in  hard-core  viewing  as 
well,  if  the  empty  shelves  of  the  sex-film  stores  during  peak 


video  rental  periods  are  any  indication. 

Sex  films  share  the  same  concerns  of  power,  lust,  and 
love  as  do  the  soap  operas.  Porn  scripts,  if  there  are  any  story 
lines  at  all,  can  be  as  confusing  as  the  soaps,  but  also  can  be 
watched  and  enjoyed  from  almost  any  point  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

*  *  * 

The  two  of  them  stared  intently  at  the  television  screen. 
“It  sure  is  different  watching  this  with  someone  else,  ”  said 
one. 

“How?”  asked  the  other. 

“ It’s  easier  to  poke  fun  at  the  movies  when  there’s  some¬ 
one  watching  with  you.  When  I’m  alone,  I  take  them  much 
more  seriously.  I  cried  at  the  end  of  one  the  other  night. 

“You  cried?” 

“Well,  the  orgy  scene  was  so  touching  because  the  two 
lovers. . .  (sniff). . .  excuse  me,  1  have  to  go  get  a  tissue.  ” 

“Hey,  ”  his  friend  called  after  him,  “how  can  these  two 
guys  say  things  like,  ‘Yeah,  yeah,  that’s  right,  you  got  it. . .  ’ 
without  moving  their  lips?” 

“ Maybe  they’re  thinking  it, "  he  replied. 

“These  two  don't  look  like  they’re  thinkers  to  me, 
maybe  ventriloquists.  ” 

*  *  * 

A  clerk  at  Box  Office  Video  on  Newbury  Street  in 
Boston  says  that  porn  films  are  rented  by  “all  different  types 
of  people.  It’s  a  huge  portion  of  the  video  business.  The  most 
popular  videos  are  the  brand  new  ones,  but  of  course  there 
are  the  old  classics.  Most  films  cost  about  $70  apiece,  so  the 
bulk  of  the  business  is  rental.  There  are  some  people  who 

buy  them,  however,  the  serious  collectors....” 

*  *  * 

“Dear  Diary,  ”  he  wrote,  “I’m  feeling  more  secure  and 
no  longer  have  to  rent  one  so-called  legitimate  film  for  each 
pom  video  I  take.  I'm  happy  to  report  that  I'm  now  down  to 
a  three-to-one  ratio.  The  entire  Gage  Trilogy  and  Wild 
Strawberries  for  today.  Still,  I  haven’t found  that  100 percent 
perfect  video  for  me.  I  know  it’s  out  there  and  I’m  going  to 

keep  on  looking  until  I  find  it.  Maybe  someday...” 

*  *  * 

For  everyone  from  the  occasional  renter  to  the  serious 
collector  there  is  a  large  selection  of  video  erotica  from  which 
to  choose.  There  are  countless  sub-genres  appealing  to  just 
about  every  personal  taste  imaginable. 

The  growing  popularity  of  the  May-December  Daddy 
phenomenon  is  reflected  in  the  recently  released  Chip  Off 
the  Old  Block  and  Arthur  ( Buddies )  Bressan’s  Daddy 
Dearest. 

Relatively  old-time  classics  like  the  decade-old  Bom  to 
Raise  Hell  are  available  for  the  S&M  enthusiast  in  all  their 
realistic,  not-for-the -squeamish  glory. 

CheckerBoard  Video  has  released  the  interracial  Black 
Orient  Express  and  Black  Sex  Therapy. 

Therapy  is  the  name  of  yet  another  video,  this  one  in¬ 
volving  a  shrink  who  diagnoses  every  patient  as  having  “the 
very  rare  Casanova  Complex.”  This  movie  has  a  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  uncircumcised  men  in  its  cast,  indicating  that 
there  are  few  fetishes  or  trends  which  remain  unexplored  or 
unexploited. 

HUGE  Video  Co.  has  tapped  the  beefy,  muscular  men 
with  genitalia-on-a-grand-scale  market  with  one  of  the  hot- 
test-selling  gay  porn  videos  ever:  A  Matter  of  Size.  This  com¬ 
pany’s  latest  release,  Matt  Sterling’s  Inch  by  Inch,  is,  accor¬ 
ding  to  one  local  video  store  clerk,  “impossible  to  keep  on 
the  shelves.  We  rent  this  constantly.”  This  is  probably  in  no 
small  part  due  to  the  video  box  cover  photo  of  star  Tom 
Brock  looking  like  every  Calvin  Klein  underwear  model  com¬ 
bined.  The  film,  which  is  short  on  plot  and  has  minimal 
dialogue,  features  Brock  in  some  sweaty  masturbation  and 
oral  sex  scenes  and  ends  with  the  captioned  promise  that 
“Tom  Brock  will  go  all  the  way  in  Matt  Sterling’s  next  film  — 
coming  in  February,  1986.”  Porn  films  may  not  sell 
detergent  like  daytime  dramas,  but  this  one  manages  to 
create  a  market  as  overtly  as  the  most  calculated  Stephen 
Spielberg  prequel.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  sex  sells  on 
commercial  television:  commercial  porn  just  sells  sex  —  and 
more  sex. 

Most  sex  videos  feature  anywhere  from  five  to  20 
minutes  of  previews  for  other  tapes.  The  most  scintillating 
scenes,  generally  cum  shots,  are  spliced  together  to  entice  the 
viewer  into  the  purchase  or  rental  of  other  films  by  the  same 
company.  In  many  cases  the  previews  are  better  than  the  ac¬ 
tual  films. 

*  *  * 

“Hiya.  Listen,  sit  down,  1  don’t  want  to  hear  you  or  the 
phone  hit  the  floor.  No,  I’m  not  in  love  again,  thank  you. 
I’ve  just  gotta  tell  you  I  think  I’ve  finally  found  my  Dream 
Video.  It’s  called  Rangers  and  I  love  it.  I’ve  watched  it  thret 
times  so  far;  1  even  had  my  straight  neighbor  watch  it  with 
me.  Well,  she  was  a  little  nervous,  she  didn't  stop  talking 
once.  You  know,  she  kept  saying  things  like,  ‘Gee,  God,  * 
can’t  believe  I’m  watching  this  with  you.  Hey  he’s  kindc 
cute.  Woahl  That  one’s  gorgeous!  Holy  cow!  It’s  kinda  hare, 
to  figure  out  what  they're  doing.  Ooo-  Doesn’t  tha. 
hurt?...’” 

*  *  * 

Porn  films  are,  like  soap  operas,  beginning  to  deal  with 
contemporary  issues.  ABC’s  One  Life  to  Live  has  deal- 
in-vitro  fertilization;  H.I.S.  Video’s  recently  released 
LifeGuard features  exclusively  safe-sex  techniques. 

Until  now,  the  AIDS  crisis  seems  to  have  had  a  more 
subtle  effect  on  porn  products.  Withdrawal  before  climax  ii 
certainly  nothing  new,  but  masturbation  and  hot  talk  seem! 
to  be  primary  focuses  in  some  recent  videos. 

Continued  on  page  II 


Hot  Dykes  Stay  Tuned.  Next  week  we’ll  take  «| 
look  at  lesbian  sex  videos — the  old  and  the  new 


Lifestyle  Tapes  Broaden  Gay  Male 

Video  Market 


The  Gay  Male  Couple  and  High  Touch 

Humanus  Home  Video 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

Reviewed  by  Bill  Kreidler 

In  1974,  Doctors  David  McWhirter  and  Andrew 
Mattison  began  a  five-year  study  of  156  male  couples, 
and  the  information  they  gathered  went  into  their  1984 
book,  The  Male  Couple.  It  has  now  been  adapted  into  a 
video  tape  of  the  same  name,  produced  by  Humanus 
Home  Video. 

Using  what  they  admit  is  a  limited  definition  of 
“gay  couple”  (i.e. ,  two  self-identified  gay  men,  living 
together  for  one  year  and  calling  themselves  a  couple), 
McWhirter  and  Mattison  have  charted  six  distinct  stages 
in  gay  male  relationships,  each  with  its  own 
characteristics.  The  90  minutes  of  The  Male  Couple 
video  presents  their  findings,  alternating  the  authors’ 
explanations  of  each  stage  with  short  vignettes  that 
dramatize  the  issues  being  discussed.  Stage  one,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  typically  lasts  one  year  and  is  characterized  by 
high  sexual  activity,  merging  of  the  selves,  equalization 
of  the  partnership,  and  limerence,  which  is  the  preoc¬ 
cupation  of  each  partner  with  the  other. 

The  strength  of  this  video  is  primarily  the  engaging 
and  clever  way  in  which  the  rather  dry  material  is  en¬ 
livened.  The  vignettes  are  fun  to  watch,  dealing  as  they 
do  with  the  development  of  a  “typical”  gay  couple 
through  some  20  years  of  their  relationship,  and  are  fair¬ 
ly  well  performed  by  actors  Hank  Thompson  and  Gary 
Winters.  While  the  presentations  by  McWhirter  and 
Mattison  are  less  compelling,  they  do  convey  a  benign 
supportiveness  and  even  occasional  flashes  of  mild 
humor.  (Commenting  on  their  finding  that  most  gay 
couples  don’t  exhibit  nesting  behavior  until  the  second 
year  of  the  relationship,  McWhirter  notes  that  once  they 
begin,  “No  one  makes  pretty  like  gay  men.”)  They  also 
are  mercifully  non-judgmental  about  such  issues  as 
extra-relationship  sexual  activity,  and  even  coupling 


itself,  and  make  it  very  clear  that  they  do  not  believe  gay 
male  relationships  should  be  patterned  on  non-gay 
ones. 

The  Male  Couple  has  several  weaknesses,  however. 
The  first  is  the  language,  which  could  drive  you  up  the 
wall.  I  have  spent  enough  time  with  psychologists  and 
other  social  scientists  to  know  that  none  of  them  is 
capable  of  speaking  plain  English,  so  I  was  not  too  sur¬ 
prised  that  this  video  relies  heavily  on  psycho-babble  of 
the  “this  is  a  wonderfully  high-merged  couple”  type. 
McWhirter  and  Mattison  take  it  an  extra  step,  however, 
and  talk  about  “expectational”  needs,  and  their  hope 
that  the  video  will  he  “assistive.”  There  are  even  gram¬ 
matical  lapses  that  indicate  a  certain  sloppiness  in  the 
production  of  the  video. 

A  more  serious  weakness  is  the  lack  of  certainty  as  to 
whether  the  video  is  simply  presenting  information  or  is 
attempting  to  be  a  self-help  guide.  The  video  itself  con¬ 
centrates  on  presenting  information,  but  often  dips  into 
the  self-help  (“assistive”)  mode,  and  the  video  jacket 
clearly  presents  it  as  such.  It  does  a  very  good  job  on  the 
former,  and  a  terrible  job  on  the  latter.  Part  of  this  is  due 
to  the  weaknesses  inherent  in  stage  theories. 

In  addition  to  their  love  of  mutilating  language, 
social  scientists  love  stage  theories  that  chronicle  the 
development  of  a  “typical”  anything:  child,  adult,  cou¬ 
ple,  horse.  Ironically,  most  people  are  not  typical  or 
average,  and  in  applying  a  stage  theory  to  their  own 
lives,  will  generally  find  it  of  limited  usefulness.  In  this 
case,  while  comfort  may  be  derived  from  knowing  that 
some  of  the  issues  in  your  relationship  are  shared  by 
other  couples  —  it’s  always  nice  to  know  that  you’re  not 


the  only  one  going  crazy  —  the  stages  can  be  more  con¬ 
fusing  than  enlightening.  (“But  we’ve  only  been 
together  for  three  months  and  we’re  already  in  stage  3. 
And  last  week  we  were  in  stage  4!”)  Knowing  what  stage 
you  or  your  relationship  is  in  will  not  necessarily  answer 
any  questions  or  help  resolve  any  issues.  Although 
McWhirter  and  Mattison  offer  several  cautions  and  dis¬ 
claimers  appropos  of  this,  they  should  be  much  more  ex¬ 
plicit  about  how  couples  might  use  the  information 
presented. 

Despite  these  criticisms ,  I  found  The  Male  Couple 
to  be  an  informative  and  interesting  addition  to  our 
knowledge  about  gay  male  lifestyles.  I  hope  that 
McWhirter  and  Mattison  will  not  stop  here  with  their 
research,  but  will  go  on  to  research  some  of  the  other 
types  of  gay  male  couples  and  the  issues  facing  them. 

High  Touch,  also  from  Humanus  Home  Video,  is 
less  ambitious  than  The  Male  Couple.  Its  goal  is  simply 
to  instruct  men  in  the  art  of  massaging  other  men.  Its  90 
minutes  demonstrate  how  to  give  a  relaxing  massage  (as 
opposed  to  an  erotic  massage)  based  on  a  variety  of 
massage  techniques.  Written  by  and  featuring  a  San 
Francisco  chiropractor,  Dr.  William  Palaskas,  whose  ap¬ 
proach  is  refreshingly  straight-forward  and  factual,  High 
Touch  also  encourages  the  viewer  to  relax  and  have  fun 
with  the  massage. 

One  aspect  of  both  The  Male  Couple  and  High 
Touch  that  deserves  comment  is  their  low-key  but 
thoroughly  gay  perspective.  It  is  nice,  for  once,  to  view 
instructional  material  that  does  not  have  to  be  translated 
from  non-gay  to  gay.  Humanus  Home  Video  is  a  new 
company,  based  in  Los  Angeles  and  established  by 
former  Advocate  editor  Peter  Frisch.  It  is  dedicated  to 
producing  videos  that  examine  various  aspects  of  gay 
male  life.  I  hope  they  will  do  many  more.  But  please,  no 
more  “assistive.’ 


Safe  Porn  —  A  New  Eroticism 


Life  Guard  —  The  Safe  Sex  Video 

H.I.S.  Video,  a  division  of  VC  A  Labs,  Inc. 

Chatsworth,  CA 

All  Hands  on  Dick  —  A  Jack  Off  Party 

The  Institute  for  Advanced  Study  of  Human  Sexuality 
and  the  Sexologists  Health  Project 
San  Francisco,  CA 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

For  many  of  us,  life  seems  to  be  imitating  the  se¬ 
cond  act  of  Martin  Sherman’s  Bent,  in  which  two  gay 
men  imorisoned  in  one  of  Hitler’s  concentration  camps 
make  love  without  ever  touching  one  another.  Instead 
they  vividly  describe  the  sexual  gymnastics  which  they 
would  normally  perform  if  only  they  could,  except  that 
to  do  so  would  guarantee  even  quicker  extermination  at 
the  hands  of  the  Nazis.  With  the  advent  of  AIDS,  most 
gay  men  have  felt  forced  to  adapt  their  sexual  behavior 
accordingly,  and  in  an  age  when  fantasy  is  clearly  more 
sane  than  reality,  porn  has  come  in  very  handily  indeed. 

To  some  people  there  is  a  growing  ethical  concern 
that  porn  that  depicts  high-risk  sexual  activities  en¬ 
courages  viewers  to  become  a  small  link  in  a  very  big 
health-damaging  chain.  This  is  not  an  entirely  new 
moral  dilemma.  Millions  spend  millions  to  watch  foot¬ 
ball  players  risk  their  necks,  boxers  bash  one  another’s 
brains  out,  and  hockey  stars  fight  their  way  into  the  in¬ 
tensive  care  unit.  These  too  are  high-risk  activities,  and 
like  the  stars  of  other  contact  sports,  one  can  only  assume 
that  today’s  porn  star  is  well  aware  of  the  risk  inherent  in 
his  profession.  But  for  those  unable  to  reconcile  the  ap¬ 
parent  porn /reality  contradiction,  and  for  the  rest  of  us 
who  just  might  be  looking  for  something  new  and  dif¬ 
ferent  in  our  video  delights,  come  two  examples  of  what 
may  become  the  bold  new  face  of  gay  male  porn.  H.I.S. 
Video  has  just  released  Life  Guard  —  The  Safe  Sex 
Video ,  while  something  called  the  Institute  for  Ad¬ 
vanced  Study  of  Human  Sexuality  and  the  Sexologists 
Health  Project  is  currently  finishing  up  post -production 


work  on  a  video  entitled  All  Hands  On  Dick  —  A  Jack 
Off  Party. 

Life  Guard  is  a  high -gloss  California  porn  film 
presenting  safe  sex  activities  only.  Featuring  a  large  cast, 
including  such  porn  stalwarts  as  Leo  Ford,  Rick 
Donovan,  and  the  very  hot  Giorgio  Canali,  the  video 
features  six  vignettes  designed  to  “show  you  just  how 
much  fun  ‘playing  it  safe’  can  truly  be!” 

After  a  fairly  standard  opening  scene  in  which  two 
men  enjoy  a  workout  on  a  Nautilus  machine  as  well  as  on 
one  another’s  nipples,  Dr.  Robert  K.  Bolan,  president  of 
the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  delivers  a  two- 
minute  monologue  regarding  the  need  for  safe  sex  prac¬ 
tices  as  well  as  safe  sex  porn.  He  says,  “By  affirming  our 
sexuality  in  ways  that  are  erotic,  satisfying,  and  safe,  we 
can  move  away  from  uncertainty,  anxiety,  and  frustra¬ 
tion....”  The  action  continues  with  scenes  of,  as  de¬ 
scribed  by  Bolan,  “fantasy,  mutual  masturbation, 
massage,  fondling,  and  solo  use  of  toys.” 

The  major  flaw  of  Life  Guard  is  a  definite  sameness 
in  each  of  the  scenes;  there  are  just  a  few  variables  in 
each.  This  one  features  a  condom,  that  one  a  dildo  or 
two,  and  another  has  two  blond  men  and  a  brunette  in¬ 
stead  of  just  one  blond  as  in  most  of  the  other  scenes. 
Perhaps  in  his  attempt  to  avoid  risks  of  a  sexual  nature, 
producer /director  Richard  Morgan  chose  to  avoid  struc¬ 
tural  and  other  cinematic  risks  as  well.  But  we’re  talking 
about  porn  here  and  innovation  isn’t  always  a  top  priori¬ 
ty. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  of  the  scenes  are 
dialogue -free  until  their  respective  slow-modon  cum- 
shots,  over  which  is  dubbed  the  mantra-like  “Yeah-yeah 
—  ohhh...,”  there  are  some  pretty  hot  images  here.  It  is 
somewhat  disconcerting  to  see  some  of  the  more  familiar 
porn  stars  stopping  at  the  foreplay  level  of  their  previous 
films,  but  it’s  also  rather  refreshing.  The  scene  in  which 
one  man  uses  his,  we  assume,  own  personal  clean  dildo 
while  watching  porn  video  is  particularly  steamy,  as  is 
the  final  scene  is  which  a  solo  jack-off  artist  fantasizes 
about  the  other  stars  of  the  film  in  solo  j  .0.  shots  of  their 


own.  This  is  probably  the  modern-day  equivalent  of  ail 
of  those  finale / orgy  scenes  of  the  porn  of  yesteryear. 
H.I.S.  Video  is  to  be  commended  for  the  attempt  at 
presenting  safe  sex  practices  in  a  stimulating  way. 
Perhaps  they  will  one  day  assemble  a  catalogue  of  safe 
sex  films  as  diverse  as  their  un-safe  counterparts  which 
are  previewed  for  about  15  minutes  after  the  conclusion 
of  Life  Guard. 

Members  of  the  San  Francisco  Jacks  appear  in  All 
Hands  on  Dick  —  A  Jack  Off  Party ,  and  the  video 
delivers  exactly  what  the  title  promises.  The  demonstra¬ 
tion  tape  I  saw  wasn’t  quite  finished  and  the  company 
spokesman  said  it  was  completely  missing  a  two-minute 
discussion  of  safe  sex  practices.  Regardless,  this  video  is 
permeated  by  a  certain  natural  funky  heat  that  is  lost  in 
most  big-time  productions. 

A  crew  of  about  a  dozen  men  assembles  in  a  room, 
armed  with  every  type  of  creative  j.o.  party  prop  im¬ 
aginable:  hand  cream,  paper  towels,  rubber  gloves  (?!  ?), 
squirt  guns,  refreshments,  etc.,  and  the  festivities 
begin.  There  are  all  sorts  of  types  at  this  party:  a  hefty 
daddy,  a  mysterious  leather-hooded  butch,  lots  of  well- 
muscled  Joe  Average  Clones,  and  even  a  surprisingly 
endearing  hippie  who,  when  fed  a  grape,  responds, 
“Energy  food,  mmmm,  thank  you.” 

As  the  action  intensifies,  hairy  pectorals  are 
squeezed,  napes  of  necks  are  kissed  and  bitten,  buttocks 
are  playfully  slapped,  and  individuals  masturbate  in 
pairs  and  large  groups  as  hands  fondle  everything  in 
sight.  One  man  enjoys  a  particularly  long  and  histrionic 
orgasm,  and  after  about  20  seconds  of  screaming,  a 
fellow  party-goer  asks  dryly,  “Did  you  come,  Carl?” 

This  video  doesn’t  take  itself  too  seriously  —  as  well 
it  shouldn’t.  A  j.o.  party  ought  to  be  silly  and  frenzied 
and  that’s  just  what  All  Hands  On  Dick  is.  The  sense  of 
camaraderie  and  uninhibited  fun  which  is  evident  in 
this  video  will,  I  hope,  be  an  inspiration  to  other  video 
producers  as  well  as  to  today’s  hip  party  planner. 
Perhaps  gay  men  everywhere  will  start  throwing  these 
types  of  extravaganzas.  Maybe  I’ll  get  some  invitations. 
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NCBLG  Conference 

Continued  from  page  3 


A  Family  Gathers 


‘ It  Was  All  About  Home' 


King,  Lawrence  Washington,  and  David 
Naylor  discussed  the  growing  threat  of 
AIDS  to  the  Black  community  in  general 
and  the  Black  gay  community  in  particular, 
laying  the  groundwork  for  NCBLG’s  AIDS 
Advisory  Board;  “Building  Positive  Black 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Self  Images,”  focusing  on 
the  impact  of  racism,  internalized  self- 
hatred  and  internalized  homophobia,  and 
substance  abuse  in  our  community,  with  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Julius  Johnson,  Dr.  Vickie 
Mays,  Barbara  Smith,  and  John  Patterson; 
and  “Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  Oral 
History,”  enriching  the  knowledge  about 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  pre-Stonewallers,  led 
by  83-year-old  Black  lesbian  activist  Mabel 
Hampton. 

In  addition  to  the  workshop  sessions, 
there  was  time  set  aside  for  men’s  and 
women’s  caucuses  to  discuss  such  issues  as 
“building  lesbian  leadership”  and  “men 
loving  men.” 

Members  of  this  family  could  not  gather 
in  celebration  without  sharing  their  perfor¬ 
mance  skills.  Media  Coordinator  Michelle 
Parkerson  planned  cultural  programs  which 
included  screenings  of  Before  Stonewall, 
Hair  Piece:  A  Film  for  Nappy-Headed  Peo¬ 
ple,  Got  to  Make  This  Journey:  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock,  and  her  most  recent 
work-in-progress,  Storme:  A  Life  in  the 
Jewel  Box.  This  hour-long  documentary  ex¬ 
plores  the  history  of  the  Jewel  Box  Revue 
through  the  life  story  of  Storme  DeLaveri6 
who  served  as  the  emcee  for  the  multi-racial 
cabaret  of  female  impersonators. 

Live  entertainment  was  presented  by 
Washington-based  dancer/choreographer 
George  Bellinger,  writers  Pat  Parker,  Essex 
Hemphill,  Cheryl  Clarke,  Irare  Sabasu, 
Jewelle  Gomez,  and  members  of  the 
Blackheart  Collective.  Along  with  Ortez 
Alderson  and  Willie  Barnes,  Haitian  play¬ 
wright  Assoto  Saint  staged  a  stellar  perfor¬ 
mance  piece  excerpted  from  his  Rising  to  the 
Love  We  Need  and  New  Love  Songs. 
Washington,  D.C.  composer  Wayson 
Jones  and  West  Coast  recording  artists 
Gwen  Avery  and  Blackberri  supplied  jazz, 
folk,  and  R&B  tunes. 

The  highlight  of  the  Thanksgiving 


weekend  is,  of  course,  dinner.  And  ours 
took  the  form  of  a  ballroom  banquet  on 
Saturday  evening,  honoring  the  commit¬ 
ment,  energy,  example,  and  life  of  our  eldest 
present  family  member,  Mabel  Hampton  — 
also  a  member  of  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  En¬ 
vironment  (SAGE)  and  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives. 

When  the  family  gathered  around  the  lob¬ 
by  of  the  St.  Louis  Sheraton,  sharing  hugs 
and  bestowing  well-wishes  and  goodbye 
kisses,  we  were  nourished  and  filled  with  a 
new  conviction  and  commitment  to  “Black 
Pride  and  Solidarity:  The  New  Movement 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays”  until  we  meet 
again  for  our  next  reunion,  in  Atlanta 
Georgia,  in  April,  1987. 


Mabel  Hampton 


fight  old  battles  as  we  insist  on  banding 
together  as  Black  people  and  forcing  society 
to  take  some  responsibility  for  the  ills  that 
infect  it.  She  pointed  out  we  must  make 
Black  leadership  recognize  Black  gays  as  an 
important  source  of  power  and  support. 

A  wonderful  element  of  the  conference 
was  the  lunch-time  “Informances,”  in 
which  artists  were  encouraged  to  perform 
their  own  work  and  discuss  their  craft.  It 
was  an  important  way  to  share  the  difficulty 
of  being  recognized  as  Black  artists.  The  one 
session  I  attended  on  Saturday  featured  a 
poet  and  singer  from  D.C.  —  Steve  Langley 
—  who  discussed  his  combination  of  poetry 
and  song.  Langley  said  he  hoped  to  take  his 
work  to  gay  bars  and  other  gay  meeting 
places  which  have  not  made  room  for  their 
community’s  artists.  Dr.  Jessie  Fields,  a 
poet  from  Chicago,  read  words  she  de¬ 
scribed  as  those  she  “seized  to  save  her 
life.”  New  York  City  actor/director  John 
Patterson  performed  sections  from  his  tour¬ 
ing  show,  The  Dream  Keeper  Speaks, 
which  is  a  dramatic  enactment  of  the  work 
of  Langston  Hughes.  He  also  performed 
several  hilarious  poems  by  Paul  Laurence 
Dunbar,  the  United  States’  first  nationally 
known  Afro-American  poet  but  someone 
whose  work  is  rarely  heard  today. 

The  Saturday  evening  banquet  was  in 
honor  of  Mabel  Hampton,  from  the  Bronx, 
who  took  the  first  airplane  flight  of  her  83 
years  to  attend  the  conference.  Her  life  as  an 
entertainer,  blue-collar  worker,  and 
political  activist,  as  well  as  her  enduring 
45-year  relationship  with  the  late  Lillian 
Foster,  have  broght  her  national  accolades 
and  admiration.  She  appears  in  numerous 
documentaries  about  gay  life,  including 
Before  Stonewall.  In  Barbara  Smith’s  in¬ 
troduction  of  Hampton,  Smith  said  we  can 
all  look  to  Mabel  Hampton  to  counter  the 


We  must  make  Black  leadership  recognize 
Black  gays  as  an  important  source  of 
power  and  support . 


lies  they  tell  about  us:  “When  they  say  that 
gayness  is  a  white  disease,  that  it  is  the  death 
of  our  race,  that  Black  women  become  les¬ 
bians  because  we’re  too  ugly  to  find  a  man, 
that  our  love  is  a  conspiracy  to  undermine 
the  struggle  for  Black  liberation,  we  must 
look  proudly  to  Mabel  Hampton  and  to 
ourselves.” 

The  banquet  also  introduced  three 
members  of  the  Black  gay  community  in 
London  (Brixton),  which  has  suffered  racial 
strife  for  several  years.  They  came  from 
London  to  express  their  solidarity  and  to  br¬ 
ing  information  about  police  attacks  on  the 
Black  community  there,  and  about  the  state 
of  organizing  in  the  Black  lesbian  and  gay 
communities. 

In  the  final  plenary  session,  two  members 
of  the  London  contingent,  Mark  Vassen  and 
Dorothea  Smartt,  made  an  important  plea 
for  new  structures  in  which  we  can  share 
with  each  other.  They  asked  that  NCBLG 
search  for  ways  to  shed  the  academic  and 
hierarchical  structures  that  traditionally 
have  been  oppressive  to  us  and  can  uninten¬ 
tionally  isolate  us  from  the  rest  of  the  Black 
community.  Many  people  attending  the 
conference  missed  the  chance  to  experience 
the  St.  Louis  Black  community,  and  people 
suggested  that  for  the  next  conference  (Spr¬ 
ing  1987,  Atlanta)  we  spend  some  of  the 
considerable  money  that  is  necessary  for 
such  a  gathering  in  the  Black  community. 

Nonetheless,  all  agreed  the  conference 
provided  us  with  the  much-needed  chance  to 
say  to  the  world,  “We  Are  Here!!!”  Our 
name  displayed  in  the  Sheraton  lobby  made 
us  proud  in  light  of  the  days  when  the  only 
Blacks  in  some  hotel  lobbies  were  those  car¬ 
rying  bags. 

The  final  cultural  events  were  a  cornucopia 
of  Black  brilliance.  Michelle  Parkerson,  ot 
Washington,  D.C.,  co-chair  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  showed  videotapes  she  had  produc¬ 
ed.  One,  Gotta  Make  This  Journey,  a 
documentary  on  acappella  singing  group 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  was  a  moving, 
Sunday  morning  singalong.  The  other  was 
Storme:  A  Life  in  the  Jewel  Box  Revue.  It 
featured  Storme  DeLaverie  who  worked  in 
Continued  on  page  12 


ATHLETIC  AND  DANCE  INJURY 

A  Multi-Faceted  Approach 

traditional  and  contemporary  chiropractic  care 
at  reasonable  costs 
Serving  Downtown  Boston 


structural  causes/nutritional  consideration 
rehabilitation  exercises/prevention  programs 


DR.  ANDREW  TOWLEN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Bay  Area  Chiropractic/80  Boylston/Suite  845 
Boston/021 16/Hours  by  Appointment 

542-9711 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St. ,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Gabriel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


Please  support  our  advertisers! 


MOVIE 


Were  Yog  fortunate 

ENOUGH  To  get  a 
VCR  FOR  THE 
HOLIDAYS  ? 

we're  The  south  shore's 
FIGSt  an>0  FbGEMoSF GAY- 

store?' AN'°  opEC/^e  vipeo 


14  NORTH  ST.,  HINGHAM 

(NEXT  TO  AMONTEA’S  RESTAURANT) 
JUST  OFF  RTE.  3A 


VIDEO  MOVIE 

RENTALS 

☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 

For  Rental  Reservation  Call 

740-1013 


WUV  NoTSTfcp  t/^  p,CK  0p 

A  free  catalog  of  OUR.  OVEg 

2(cOO  Films  Anjofim pour 

WHAT  YOU'VE  BEEN 


M-Th  10-7,  FRI.  10-8 
SAT.  10-6;  SUN.  1-5 
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Men’s  Videos 

Continued  from  page  8 

In  both  ScreenPlay  and  the 
aforementioned  Inch  By  Inch 
there  are  similar  steamy  scenes  in 
which  a  closed  window  separates 
the  two  aroused  participants. 
These  scenes  are  no  less  erotic  then 
their  more  contact-oriented 
counterparts. 

Further  effects  of  the  health 
crisis  on  the  porn  industry’s  future 
obviously  remain  to  be  seen.  The 
use  of  condoms  is  sure  to  become 
more  widespread,  but  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  that  the  majority  of  sex  films  in 
the  near  future  will  completely 
eradicate  risky  activities. 


Cum  of  Age 

However,  some  porn  stars  like 
Glenn  “Mr.  Safe  Sex”  Swann, 
Steve  ( The  Hustlers)  Collins,  and 
David  ( The  Biggest  One  I  Ever 
Saw )  Connors,  among  others, 
have  taken  to  the  road  in  safe-sex 
advocacy  revues.  In  interviews 
some  stars  have  taken  an  almost 
messianic  “we  take  chances  so  that 
you  won’t  have  to”  attitude  in 
justifying  their  own  high-risk, 
large-number-of-partners, 
recorded-on-tape-for-the-whole- 
world-to-see  sexual  activities.  Gay 
male  culture  if  nothing  is  not  ever- 
changing.  Porn,  as  well  as  porn 


renters,  will  change  along  with  it. 

*  *  * 

After  renewing  his  video  club 
membership  for  another  year,  the 
formerly  meek  customer  eases  up 
to  the  video  store  counter.  The 
clerk  smiles.  “Hi,  what  can  I  get 
you?” 

“Gimme  Like  A  Horse,  One  in  a 
Billion,  Chain  Reactions,  and... 
Maybe  I  should  get  Das  Boot,  / 
missed  it  in  the  theater.  Nah, 
throw  in  Fisting  Ballet  again.  Ilove 
a  classic.  ” 

*  *  * 


Toni  Cade  Bambara  —  Writer 


Toiii  Cade  Bambara  began  her  December  4  Cam¬ 
bridge  reading  with  a  rousing  audience-response  re¬ 
telling  of  Goldilocks,  the  blond  “burglar  child  vandal 
child  thief”  whose  reputation  has  been  preserved  by 
twisting  the  facts:  “Did  she  knock  on  the  door?” 
Bambara  goaded  the  audience,  demanding  an  answer. 
“Did  she  act  like  she  had  some  good  home  training?” 
And  later,  “did  she  ’fess  up”  to  her  parents?  No! 
“She  said  some  bears  was  chasin’  her!” 

Bambara  kept  a  racially  mixed  audience  of  over  200 
people  at  rapt  attention  as  she  drove  home  her  points 
about  media  manipulation  of  facts  and  language  and 
about  the  need  for  people  to  face  the  truth,  no  matter 
how  painful  and  contrary  to  prevailing  wisdom.  The 
centerpiece  of  the  evening  was  a  reading  of  several 
segments  from  her  novel-in-progress,  about  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  Atlanta  child  murders  of  the  early  ’80s  on 
a  fictional  Black  family  and  neighborhood. 

The  story  is  written  in  Bambara’s  tumbling,  wordy, 
adjectival  style.  “I  edit  for  ear  first,”  she  told  the  au¬ 
dience  during  the  question-and-answer  period  follow¬ 
ing  her  reading.  “If  I  can’t  tap  my  foot  to  it,  I  don’t 
trust  it.”  Her  own  rhythm  is  based  more  on  be-bop 
than  on  gospel,  since  she  grew  up  among  street-corner 
speechifying  trade  unionists  who  frowned  on  church 
—  a  background  that  helps  account  for  the  overtly 
political  nature  of  her  writing  as  well.  The  story  is  told 
largely  from  the  point  of  view  of  child  characters, 
capturing  the  feeling  of  confusion,  fear,  and  aban¬ 
donment  children  are  bound  to  feel  when  adults  are 
engrossed  in  crisis  —  the  irreparable,  incalculable 
damage  the  murders  did  to  those  left  living. 


Though  fictional,  the  novel’s  emotional  essence  is 
based  on  journal  entries  written  by  Bambara  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  at  the  time;  its  facts  about  the  murders  and  Black 
community  response  are  based  on  knowledge  and  ac¬ 
cess  to  information  Bambara  gained  both  as  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  that  community  and  through  her  position  as  a 
prominent  Black  writer  living  in  Atlanta.  National 
reporters  would  call  her  looking  for  information,  she 
explained  gleefully,  and  she  would  get  them  to  do  the 
legwork,  following  each  other’s  leads  and  reporting 
back  to  her. 

Writing  the  book  has  been  a  wrenching  experience 
for  Bambara,  who  is  primarily  a  short-story  writer. 
“My  temperament  is  the  50-yard  dash,”  she  said. 
“When  a  big  book  calls  you,  you  sigh  and  say,  ‘Why 
me?’  But  you  either  run  with  it  or  get  burned.... 
[Writing  the  book]  has  taken  every  tooth  out  of  my 
head,  grayed  my  hair,  driven  me  stark,  raving  mad.” 
But,  she  added,  she  prefers  madness  to  the  collabora¬ 
tion  and  “amnesia”  that  come  with  accepting  official 
versions  of  reality. 

Though  Bambara  has  always  needed  to  write,  and 
jokes  about  how  “genius  counts  for  something,”  it 
wasn’t  until  she  went  to  Cuba  in  1973  and  saw  how 
seriously  writing  was  taken  there  that  she  began  to  see 
it  as  “a  legitimate  way  to  participate  in  the  struggle.” 
Joking  that  she  “likes  to  eat  regularly,”  she  said  it  is 
only  very  recently  that  she  has  been  able  to  support 
herself  through  writing  and  has  begun  to  identify 
herself  as  a  writer.  No  one  in  the  audience  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  doubted  that  identity  for  an  instant. 

—  Pam  Mitchell 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 
HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr.  Jan  Rising,  DC 


38®  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02 1 35  (617)  789-4290 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


S-'N 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. ,  etc. ,  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  a 
Canada,  merfs  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  fa 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  ,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'r 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Great  for  Groups 
small  and  large 


(^Quccame&i 

Country  Lodge 


Open  Year-Round 


This  Year  Don't  Run  Away  from  Winter 
—  Enjoy  It  in  Stowe,  VT 

One  of  the  World's  Top  Ten  Ski  Resorts 

Famous  for  X-Country  and  Downhill  Skiing,  we  are  minutes 
from  the  slopes,  shops,  gourmet  restaurants  and  other  winter 
activities.  Complimentary  full  breakfast  in  our  fireplace  dining 
room.  Hot  tubs/spa  and  BYOB  fireplace  lounge/game  room. 
Five-day  midweek  ski  vacation  package  from  as  little  as  $105 
per  person  double  occupancy.  Five-day  lift  ticket  $110.  Other 
packages  available,  including  group  rates. 

(802)253-4772  •  1390  Mountain  Rd.,  Stowe,  Vermont  05672 
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DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

Boston,  Mass  02109 

1-800-352-3185 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Planter,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 
483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


Red  Sun  Press  does  high  quality 
offset  printing  and  provides 
typesetting  and  layout  services 

We  are  a  union  shop  and  are  part 
of  the  movement  for  political,  economic 
and  social  change 

^ - -  - -  & 

Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am-6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 

WATERTOWN,  MA  02172  489-4047 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKEUP  PERMS  COLORS 

Gay  Operated  Doug  &  Jay  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Mass.  Pike 
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,Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health 
''Center  


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
ealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


JlCargarei  9IC.  Sapre 

insurance  OUgency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 

277-81 87  697  Washington  Street;  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


BLUSH  PRODU 
PRESENTS 


PRVATE 


PLEASURES 


At  Last!  An  erotic  video 
for  lesbians  Produced 


by  women  For  women 
who  share  their  views 

Two  real-life  lovers  explore  the  passion  and  power  of  their 
relationship  through  fantasy  on  tape. 


To  order:  send  money  order,  cashier's  check  or  your  VISA,  Master- 
Card  or  AmEx  number  (with  expiration  date)  to  the  address  be¬ 
low.  Please  indicate  whether  you  need  VHS  or  Beta  format  and 
enclose  $3  for  shipping.  Please  include  a  statement  that  you  are 
over  21.  Charge  receipts  are  discreet  and  our  mailing  list  is  en¬ 
tirely  confidential. 


BIJOU  VIDEO  SALES 

ME  CAY  VIDEO  EXPERTS 


1349  N.  Wells,  Chgo,  IL  *0610 
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male  drag  as  the  only  female 
member  of  the  Jewel  Box  Review 
of  the  1950s  and  ’60s.  The 
documentary,  for  which  Parker- 
son  is  still  raising  funds,  will  in¬ 
clude  history  of  the  art  of  female 
impersonation,  from  Africa  and 
the  Middle  East,  through  the 
Shakespeakean  stage  and  the 
Folies-  Bergere. 

The  banquet  honoring  Mabel 
Hampton  also  featured  an  exciting 
roster  of  talented  writers  and  per¬ 
formers,  many  of  whom,  although 
veteran  performers,  had  never 
worked  on  the  same  stage  together 
before.  Essex  Hemphill  and 
pianist  Wayson  Jones,  perfor¬ 
mance  artists  Assoto  Saint  and  his 
troupe,  singers  Gwen  Avery  and 
Blackberri  (too  rarely  heard  on  the 
east  coast!),  and  poets  Cheryl 
Clarke,  Pat  Parker,  and  myself 
were  a  great  lineup  if  I  do  say  so! 

This  year,  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  changed  its  name  to  include 
“lesbian”;  women  achieved  parity 
on  the  board;  the  Mabel  Hampton 
Life  Achievement  Award  was  in¬ 


stituted;  a  very  successful  con¬ 
ference  was  held  in  St.  Louis;  and 
plans  were  made  for  the  next  con¬ 
ference  in  Atlanta.  In  one  of  the 
panels,  Essex  Hemphill  said,  “Our 
stories  and  our  lives  will  continue 
to  be  fragmented  until  we  pull 
them  together....”  As  I  watched 
people  in  the  hotel  lobby  carefully 
safeguarding  business  cards  and 
slips  of  notebook  paper  with  ad¬ 
dresses  in  their  conference  folders, 
it  was  clear  that  we  were  pulling 
together  and  we  would  take  the 
message  back  to  our  communities, 
both  Black  and  gay,  across  the 
country. 

*  *  * 

A  postscript:  Yes,  we  can  do 
these  important  things  in¬ 
dependently,  and  it  is  crucial  to 
our  suvival.  As  is  the  support  of 
the  rest  of  the  gay  community. 
Special  thanks  to  Marian  and  Art 
of  the  St.  Louis  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  for 
their  hospitality  and  kindness. 
Yes,  it  was  all  about  home. 


the  boston  alliance  of  gay 
and  lesbian  youth 


The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets  weekly 
on  Wednesdays.  Women’s  Group 
meeting  is  at  6:00  p.m.,  new  person’s 
meeting  is  from  6:30-7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions  are  from 
7:30-9:00  p.m.  For  interested  youth  22 
and  under.  Come  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  Street 
(Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  info: 
497-8282. 


Stephen  Ansolabehere 

Attorney -at- Law 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
Wills/Probate 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Relationship  Contracts 
Estate  Planning 
Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 
Injury  Claims 
Partnerships/Corporations 

426-9244 

132  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


LETTERHEADS 

ENVELOPES 

NCR  FORMS 

BUSINESS  CARDS 

TYPESETTING 

BINDERY  SERVICES 

CUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

BROCHURES/FLYERS 

■  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

■  COLLATING 

■  STAPLING 

■  GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


— — - 


COUNSELING  AND 


876-4488 

OFFERING 


om 


CONSULTATION.  INC. 


INMAN  SQUARE,  CAMBRIDGE 

individual,  couple  and  family 
therapy  for  women  and  men 

supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

consultation  to  organizations 
insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women's  community  &  the  greater  Boston  area  since  1973. 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ 0 


PERSONALS 


Prof  Cape  Cod  L,  33,  seeks  a  woman  of 
substance  and  intellect  with  whom  to 
share  my  days  and  fill  my  nights,  one 
who  values  integrity,  an  absurd  sense 
of  humor,  an  intensity  for  life  and  a  pas¬ 
sionate  sensuality.  Why  settle  for  less, 
before  you've  tried  it  all?  Please  in¬ 
clude  your  phone  number.  Reply  GCN 
Box  12. _ (26) 

One  moment  tendered,  quiet  sighs,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  sunrise....  Ms.  Culver, 
I’m  no  longer  a  single  womon!  Thank 
you  for  all  of  the  years  you  have  given 
me.  YourMYK. _ (25) 

DR.  ANN 

May  goddess  bring  you  another  kitch 
filled  and  happy  year.  Love  Basil  and 
Pius. _ (25) 

LF,  39,  prof,  looking  for  same— 30  + . 
Live  on  the  Cape  temp.  Enjoy  walksby 
the  ocean,  women's  music,  sharing 
“Life”.  Reply  Box  11. _ (26) 

JUST  SOME  GUY 

I’m  a  gm,  22,  an  artist,  a  singer,  a 
vegetarian,  a  secretary,  and  a  goober. 
Interested?  Then  write  me  a  letter  you 
big  lug!  I  haven’t  got  ail  day.  Reply  Box 
300 _ (26) 

GAY  JOCK  SEEKS  SAME  FOR  FUN 
26,  SO",  165;  masc/clean,  hot!  Dig 
sweaty  workouts/wrestling  in  jocks,  or 
bare-assed.  Oil  sessions  are  neat!  Seek 
jock;  18-30,  cln,  in  shape,  cut.  1  Va  hours 
from  Mass  but  travel.  My  phone  is  (603) 
859-2961, 6-10  pm.  Go  for  it. _ (28) 

ENGLISH  GUY 

Attractive,  hirsuite,  26,  seeks  goodlook¬ 
ing  American  penpals  for  friend¬ 
ship/possible  meets  under  26.  Let¬ 
ter/photo  to:  Robert,  98A  Leighton 
Avenue,  Leigh-on-sea,  Essex,  England, 
559  IQA. _  (25) 

DOMESTIC  SERVANT 
Prof  male  seeks  full  or  part  time  as  a 
servant-housekeeper  for  Lf’s,  Sf’s 
feminists  or  select  couple.  Call  Rich  at 
924-0067. _ (25) 

BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 

Prison  Book  Program  at  the  Redbook 
Store  in  J P  (Boston),  sends  out  books  to 
prisoners,  mainly  political  and  cultural 
material  (including  gay  stuff!).  The  next 
Sunday  special  mailing  session  will  be 
on  Jan.  12,  4-8  pm.  If  interested  in  put¬ 
ting  in  a  few  (interesting!)  hours  help- 
ing  out,  call  Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469.  (c) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  5'9",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 

RU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

F,  24,  seeking  gf  (or  gm  who  thinks  he  is 
a  lesbian)  for  politically  incorrect  rela¬ 
tionship.  SF  fan,  sugar  junkie,  MTV- 
head,  pet  keeper,  mall-goer--but  deep. 
Toddler  daughter.  Terry  P.O.  Box  2344, 
Pgh  PA  15219. _ (25) 

MUSCULAR  JOCK 

want*  to  work  you  out  with  tn«  root 
l»rd  tact#  on  safa  sex  and  AID8.  For 
(more  Info  write  GA  89  Maas.  Ave  Box 
fee  Boston,  MA  021 15.  (25) 

SLAVE  TO  BEAUTY 
GM  gd  Ikng  athletic  ivy  grad,  36,  lean 
hard  5'9",  140  lbs.,  blue  eyes,  br  hair, 
cln  shvn  will  serve  dom  college  men 
18-25,  explore  safe  fun  with  jockstr 
sneaks,  spanking,  JO,  light  SM.  You're 
slim  muscled  perfect  get  the  worship 
you  deserve.  Box  1397  Cambridge  MA 
02142. _  (24) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _  (39) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 


Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door.  _  (c) 


YOU'LL  LOVE 

my  8V>  Inch  brochure  on  safe  sex  and 
AIDS.  To  get  It  write  GA  89  Mass.  Ave 
Box  236  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (25) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _ (34) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who’s 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  MA  02125. _ (25) 

GWM  couple,  20’s  new  to  area.  Straight 
looking,  acting.  Seek  same  for  friend- 
ship  only! !  Reply  Box  295. _ (25) 

GWM,  very  gd  Ikng,  athltc,  ivy  grad,  29, 
blue/brown,  5'9",  140  lbs,  lean,  hard  will 
serve  or  dominate  well-bit  college  guys 
18—25  explore  safe  fun:  JO,  S&M, 
jockstraps,  sneakers,  spanking,  show¬ 
ing.  Inexper.  OK  get  the  wor¬ 
ship/punishment  you  deserve.  Box  1397 
Cambridge  02142. _ (30) 


YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies,  ' 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489. _  (25) 

MARK  SOLOMON 

I  am  at  the  New  England  Baptist 
Hospital  and  have  a  case  related  to 
AIDS.  My  phone  number  is  738-5800 
ext.  5757.  After  discharge  my  number 
will  be  338-4985.  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  concerned  friends. _ (c) 

GWF,  43,  looking  for  same  35—45,  af¬ 
fectionate  loving  for  friend  or  more. 
Like  art,  music,  romantic  evenings.  5' 
3V2 ",  118  lbs.  Box  293. _ (26) 

GWM  young  33,  6'1",  175-dk  br/br 
moustache-into  clscl  mus,  film,  gym, 
jog,  dinners,  psnl  growth,  some  dncg, 
gnl  intell  interests.  Seeks  GWM-18  +  , 
muscular,  athletic,  sim  interests,  for 
friend,  safe  sex,  rlnshp.  Prefer 
red/blonde  hair,  wt-lifter,  non-smkg,  but 
not  nec.  Box  287 _ (28) 

LF  eager  to  share  curiousity  about 
almost  everything:  arts,  politics, 
nature,  personal  growth,  loving,  danc¬ 
ing,  all  wisdoms.  Late  40’s,  child  grown. 
Looking  for  equal  partner.  Write!  Box 
296. _ (26) 

FREE  MEN'S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (1 7) 

If  you  enjoy  the  serenity  of  the 
Berkshires,  long  walks  on  the  P’town 
beaches  or  a  glass  of  wine  along  the 
Charles,  then  spend  it  with  a  cute  and 
sensitive  22  yr.  old  gwl  who  also  enjoys 
quiet  dinners  and  good  convewrsation. 
Looking  fora  serious  relationship.  Rep- 
ly  Box  299. _  (25) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ £ _ (39) 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  irreverant  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/iess  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ _ (V.  14/1 8) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCA/,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (ex) 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na¬ 
tional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample— $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs,  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (!) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (!) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ 0) 
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SERVICES _ 

HELP  YOUR  HOUSEPLANTS 
THROUGH  THE  HOLIDAYS 

Greenleaves  plant  care  in  your  home  of¬ 
fers  consultations,  scheduled  atten¬ 
tion,  reasonable  rates.  When  your 
plants  need  help.  Call  354-3854.  (26) 

FOR  WOMEN  CHANGING  JOBS 
Or  careers:  Group  to  help  you  choose 
your  direction,  assess  your  skills  & 
values.  Led  by  Tova  Green.  8  Tuesdays, 
beg.  1/14.  Individual  counseling  also 
available.  354-1638. _ (25) 

BODY  BY  LARRY 
PERSONAL  FITNESS  PROGRAMS 

Degreed  professional  in  the  field  of  ex¬ 
ercise  science.  Will  supervise  and  in¬ 
struct  your  own  fitness  program  in  your 
home  or  office.  Also  available  for 
aerobic  classes  for  you  and  your 
friends.  Call  749—3324. _ (25) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

HEALTH  PROFESSIONALS  WANTED 
TO  WOr.K  IN  NICARAGUA: 

Triage  nurse,  lab  tech,  pediatrician  and 
dentist  wanted  to  work  4/86—4/87  at 
clinic  in  Esteli  built  by  U.S.  volunteers. 
Functional  Spanish  required.  Send  C.V. 
and  letter  of  intent  to  by  Feb.  15  to 
Vecino  c/o  Peggy  Lynch  26  CpI. 
Mcternan  St.  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  (28) 

PROGRAM  ADMINISTRATOR 
The  American  Friends  Service  Commit¬ 
tee  seeks  senior  administrator  for  pro¬ 
grams  addressing  racism,  sexism, 
social  and  economic  injustice.  Re¬ 
quires  a  compatibility  with  a 
philosophy  of  non-violent  social 
change;  previous  experience  in  pro¬ 
gram  development  and  administration 
at  the  community  level;  supervisory 
skills;  written  and  oral  communication 
skills.  Submit  resume  by  Feb.  1st  1986 
to:  Personnel  Coordinator,  AFSC,  2161 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 
AFSC  is  an  Affirmative  Action 
Employer  and  encourages  applications 
from  people  of  color,  women,  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  aree  lesbians,  gay,  handicap- 
ped,  and  ex-prisoners.  _ (26) 


LOBBYIST 

To  work  on  AIDS  &  other  civil  rights 
issues  affecting  the  gay/lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  Primary  work  w/federal  govt., 
some  travel  and  technical 
assistance/organizing  with  community 
groups.  Decent  salary.  EOE.  Women, 
minorities  especially  encouraged  to  ap¬ 
ply.  Send  resume,  writing  sample,  to 
NGLTF,  2335  18  St.  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20009.  No  calls  please. _ (25) 

SECRETARY/PART  TIME 

Active  Neighborhood  Organization 
needs  Sec./Recep.  Small  friendly  office 
near  T,  20-25  hr/wk,  flextime  available. 
Typing,  pleasant  telephone  manner, 
willingness  to  learn  necessary.  Write 
to:  Cameron  Lane,  Beacon  Hill  Civic 
Association,  74  Joy  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02114, _ (26) 

Temporary  director  for  N.H.  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  and  Sexual 
Violence.  Responsible  for  overall 
management  of  organization,  timely 
submission  of  grants  and  public  rela¬ 
tions.  Must  have  demonstrated  involve¬ 
ment  in  women’s  issues,  knowledge  of 
domestic  violence  and  sexual  assault 
issues,  familiarity  with  volunteer 
organizations,  excellent  communica¬ 
tion  and  administrative  skills.  Position 
begins  March  3  for  at  least  eight  mon¬ 
ths;  $16,000  annually.  Women  and 
minorities  encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resumes  by.  January  15  to  Coalition, 
P.O.  Box  353,  Concord,  N H  03301 .  (26) 

Subcribe 

Now! 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


London  $373rt  SF-  $258rt 

Brussels  395tt  San  Juan  198rt 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima  599rt 

Los  Angeles  258rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYC)  829rt 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 


Gay 

Cruise  ^ 

SS  Bermuda  Star 

•  New  Orleans  • 


•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 


Feb.  15  thru  22, 


Quebec 


142  rt 


Seattle 


258rt 


1986 


,  Specif 

W**  ■  &  4  L 


LOWEST  PRICES 

ALL  AIRLINES 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


J. 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 
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Bold  Headlines: 


1 1st  4  Lines 

or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Display(Boxed)Classifieds:  Col. 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

or  part  thereof:  , 

x  12.00 

= 

Business 

7.00 

— 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

=r 

Non-Business 

5.00 

— 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

Business 

-x  .75 

— 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

- 

TOTAL 

for  21  -30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

- 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

— 

I 

I 


|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS 
■  Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 

sir'll  a  -1- _ * 


I 


GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

{Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  onlv  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


HOUSEMATES 


ROOMMATES 


L,  29,  and  cat  seek  L,  26+  for  2 
bedroom.  Must  be  resp,  indep,  stable. 
I'm  hardworking,  busy  prof.  No  alco, 
drug,  pets.  Camb/BImt  line  near  Har  Sq. 
$250mo/incl  heat.  Ginn  491-6095.  (28) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
3  f  women  seek  4th  L,  bi,  or  het  woman 
for  lovely  JP  home.  We  are  musical, 
sharing,  indep,  sense  of  humor,  28-35. 
Avail.  Feb.  1  $275  + util.  524-0424  or 
522-4219. _ (26) 

R  U  A  NONSMOKER? 

Share  house  in  Somerville  with  3  others 
+  cat/free  parking,  fireplace,  sauna, 
close  to  T,  market,  laundry.  $325  in¬ 
cludes  heat.  No  sec.  dep./no  lease. 
Friendly  bunch:  1  man,  2  women.  Call 
623—7258  8am— 11pm  leave  message. 
No  more  cats. _ (24) 

2  If’s  seek  3rd  to  share  Ig  apt.  with  2 
baths,  dng  room,  den,  hdwd  firs, 
wsh/dryr,  sunny.  Walk  to  Ashmont  T 
and  Adams  Vil.  $250+  utils.  Call 
265-7220. _ (26) 

Belmont  prof  L  seeks  f  to  share  2  br  apt. 
Quiet  street,  10  min.  bus  to  HSQ,  15  min 
run  to  Freshpond.  Chem  free.  $260  +  , 
pkng  for  small  car.  Avail,  imm. 
489—1345. _ (24) 

LF,  33  and  4  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  util.  Julie  522-2626. _ (25) 

Somerville  L,  39,  and  2  kittens  looking 
for  a  mature  and  responsible  roommate 
to  share  lovely  spacious  apt.  conv.  to 
Davis  and  Porter  Sq.  1st  floor  of  hse, 
w/d  in  house.  Available  Dec.  or  Jan. 
$250+  util.  625-4298. _ (25) 

Cleve  Cir:  2F  sk  indpt  f  23 +  .  Scruffy 
basement  apt  w/windows  nr  3  T  lines. 
We’re  friendly,  considerate  and  respect 
privacy.  Non-neatniks,  but  no  pets, 
cigs.  $200  mo  incl.  heat.  739-6566.  (22) 

BACK  BAY— GF  to  share  Ig,  newly 
renov  Beacon  St.  apt.  with  2  others. 
Safe,  nr  T,  BU,  MIT,  Emerson.  $350.00. 
Call  262-7247  Iv.  msg. _ (25) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT 

Large  sunny  room  in  almost  restored 
Victotian  home.  10  minute  walk  to  Ash¬ 
mont  T.  Want  a  If  to  share  K&B  with  3 
others  and  dog.  No  more  pets.  $300/mo 
heat  and  utils  included.  Deborah  or 
Carol  288-3137.  Available  now.  (26) 


LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  nearT. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200  +  .  Available  Dec.  1st. 
Call  327-3193. _ (20) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 

Middle-aged  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at 
.923—0082. _ (c) 

2  F's  (L  &  str.)  seek  F  (L/str)  for  3 

bedroom  apt.  in  Som.  Ptr — Dvs  Sq. 
Non-smoker,  no  pets.  Ideal  for  student. 
Available  Jan.  1st.  Call  666-8681.  Rent 
$217+  utilities. _ (25) 

5  If’s  seek  6th  foe  huge  sunny  house. 
Semi— coop,  Semi  veg.  Sorry  no  more 
pets— we  have  a  cat.  JP  near  JP  Licks. 
$200  + .  Call  am  &  pm:  524-0421.  (25) 

3  f’s  seek  f  for  beautiful  Somerville 

house  with  1  kitten  on  Spring  Hill  side 
street.  Share  food  and  chores,  no  cigs. 
Jan-June.  $187  +  .  Call  253-6683.  (eves 
best.) _ (25) 

North  Cambridge— 2  lesbian  women 
want  to  share  2  bedroom  duplex.  No 
pets.  $225  +  ph.  1/86.  Call  576-3057.  (25) 

Rustic  log  home  six  acres  land  near 
Mass  Pike,  Rt  20—9.  Two  fieldstone 
fireplaces.  Hot  water  heat.  Ideal  retir- 
ment  home  or  animal  business  venture. 
Near  lakes,  hunting,  riding  trails.  Prin¬ 
cipals  only.  Call  (617)  347-3866  after  6 
pm. _ _ (25) 

F  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  Lf’s  seeking  3rd  for  3  bedroom  apt.  in 
JP,  very  near  pond.  Beautiful,  sunny, 
woodfloors,  fireplace, laundry,  storage, 
roofdeck.  (Have  a  dog,  no  more  pets). 
Exp.  chef  prefered.  $360  heated.  Jan. 
1st  or  as  soon  as  possible.  522-1953  if 
not  in  please  leave  message. _ (24) 

UNION  SQUARE  SOMERVILLE 
Lf,  gay  male  seek  responsible  rmt  for 
unique  living  situation  in  Victorian 
home.  Porch,  yard,  parking. 
$266/mo  +  util.  No  pets.  623-8567.  Leave 
message. _ (24) 

Non-smoking  L  sought  for  apt.  near 
Porter  Square.  Rent  $250  including  util. 
Available  1/1.  Hardwood  floors,  conve¬ 
nient  to  T,  laundry,  shops.  Call 
628-0527.  Leave  message  on  ma¬ 
chine. 


L  prof  30's  seeks  2  roommates  for 
house  in  Br.  Vill.  near  T,  laundry  facil. 
Rent  $400  each  incl.  utils.  Call 
536-5450. _ (26) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

Own  br  in  loving  holistic  house  by  prof 
L  30,  in  shape,  veg  macro,  good  cook. 
Clean  friendly  resp.  Prefer  Brkl  Vic.  Call 
Tally  8-9  am  ASAP  731-9231. _ (22) 

APARTMENTS _ 

DORCHESTER  SAVIN  HILL  T 
AVAILABLE  JANUARY 

5  blocks  to  Savin  Hill  T,  4  rooms,  nat 
wdwk,  porch,  yard  and  base  stor.  Own 
occ.  $450  unhtd,  refs,  1st  and  last. 
Available  1/86.  Jeff  825-1499. _ (25) 

DORCHESTER  APT. 

LARGE  1  BR 

In  lovely  Victorian  house  hrwd  floors. 
IVi  baths,  sunporch,  yard.  Desirable 
Melville  Park  area  nearShawmut  T.  No 
pets,  heated.  $595.  825 — 1912  or 
482—7943.  _ (26) 


RESORTS 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ (s17) 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
M A  02657.  Reservations:  (61 7)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657  (yr) 


SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure— Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (43) 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all— including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  +Judi  inn- 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus 
NJ  07653. _  (?) 


D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 


Lesbians 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


FOR  SALE 


CAII  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 
_ (v.14.23) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(41 5)  431  -1 976  or  write  BWMT  Siqte  1 40, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,  CA  94114.  (v14.15)) 


NEED  HELP 


GWF  traveling  south  rte  to  NC,  FL,  New 
Orleans,  Ala,  Tx,  New  Mexico,  Ar,  San 
Diego  need  safe  places  to  stay  along 
the  way.  Contact  Pat  (617)628 — 1734  or 
(617)628—3986.  Lvg.  end  of  Jan.  (26) 


GOODS 


THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144.  _ (26) 


WICKEDLY  WITTY  T-SHIRTS 

200  +  designs  for  gay  people  with  a 
sense  of  humor.  We  ship  anywhere. 
$1.50  gets  catalog.  Public  Image,  495 
Ellis  St.  No.  204,  SF,  CA  94102.  (26) 

Black  leather  jacket.  Winter  weight, 
quilt  lined.  Perfect  for  cyclists,  cop  or 
security  guard.  Size  52 — 54,  not  cheap 
but  worth  the  price.  Days  391 -3411.  (c) 

Singer  double  needle,  zig — zag  sewing 
machine.$75.00.  Call  391-3411.  (c) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

KEEP  IN  TOUCH  WITH 
THE  PULSE  OF  THE  NATION 

GCN’snews  department  is  looking  for 
someone  to  coordinate  newsnotes.  The 
job’s  responsibilities  include  reading 
newspapers  from  across  the  nation, 
selecting  which  stories  can  be  digested 
as  news  notes,  and  writing  the  actual 
notes.  The  volunteer  position  requires 
an  ongoing  commitment  of  5-8  hours  a 
week,  and  can  be  divided  among  a 
group  of  people  or  taken  in  part.  For 
more  information,  call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ (c) 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA02111. _ (c) 

HELP  KEEP  GCN  HOT! 

If  you  have  an  old  spare  space  heater 
that  nobody  needs,  +  you  want  to 
donate  it  to  a  fabulous  cause  (GCN), 
call  Mike  426-4469. _ (c) 

Cassette  recorder  anyone?  GCN 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you’re  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
whatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks.  (c) 


HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (cj 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IWD  Radio  Event  Looking  for  Tapes 

Internt’l  Women’s  Day  Radio  Event, 
Boston,  1986  wants  tapes  for  8th  annual 
24-hr.  day  of  programming  to  air  March 
10  on  WMBR,  Cambridge.  Will  consider 
all  audio  tapes  by,  for,  and  about 
women.  Send  submissions  on  lA-inch, 
'/2-track,  R/R  tape  at  7  Vi  ips  by  Feb.  1,  to 
Kate  Rushin/Made  Kaplan,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge,  MA.  Include  return 
postage.  Sorry,  can’t  accept  cassettes. 


t  |  ||  mu  | ||U|  K 

itNntiiuHiMiRmmiiinniiniiii 

Lo  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
JpRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
|AI«*»rtd«r  Bsrkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
anarchist). 

THtmuiunmuntiHuiuiHtii 


IThank  you  so  very  much  for  your  paper.  I 
lit  has  helped  me  with  a  lot  of  things.  I’d  J 
[like  to  ask  for  a  penpal,  in  Texas  or  not. 

I  I’d  just  like  a  female  gay  penpal.  One  of  I 
I  my  friends  in  here  drew  a  picture  which  f 
she  is  sending  you  for  the  paper.  Debra  | 
DENVETT,  407421,  Rt  4  Box  800, 
Gatesville  TX  76528 _ 

I’m  23,  half  Puerto  Rican  and  half  Italian, 

I  and  seeking  friends  (for  starters).  My  hob- 
j  bies  are  photography,  swimming,  hand- 1 
1  ball,  drawing  and  collecting  stickers  of  | 
I  unicorns  and  kittens.  If  interested  in  cor- 
|  responding,  please  enclose  stamp.  Marie  | 
GONZALEZ,  160416-176,  Box  8540, 

!  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


B* 

POVERTY 


‘JUST  US’  is  an  inmate  assistance  pro¬ 
gram  interested  in  the  legal  rights  of 
I  prisoners  and  the  status  of  prison  reform 
I  all  over  the  country.  We  provide  research, 
|  reference,  copywork  and  guidance  to 
I  prisoners  for  post-conviction  remedies, 
I  prisoners’  rights  or  personal  matters  in- 
I  volving  families  or  state  agencies.  Write: 
bust  Us  —  C.  Greene,  1001  Wilbur  Ct 
I  No. 8,  Gretna  LA  70056. _ 


We  have  heard  about  an  agency  that 
provides  information  about  jobs  and 
other  resources  to  people  coming  out  of 
prison.  Drop  them  a  line  and  let  us 
know  how  they  work  out  for  you. 
(Thanks):  Contact  Center  Inc.,  Human 
Services  Dept.  PO  Box  81826,  Lincoln 
|  NE  68501.  (402)464-0602. 

Tall,  ultra-feminine,  pre-op  transsex¬ 
ual  presently  on  hormones  desperate¬ 
ly  in  need  of  correspondence  from 
understanding  males  and  females 
from  all  walks  of  life.  Photo  ap¬ 
preciated.  Roberta  BARRETT  (Bunny), 
1  76C  197,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 


Thanks  for  the  paper.  I  love  it!  Since 
I’m  in  isolation  (23  hrs  a  day  in  a  cell 
alone),  I’d  really  appreciate  a  penpal! 
Greg  JOHNSTONE,  82B629,  Box 
149,  Attica  NY  14011 

Love  to  cook,  dance,  and  read.  Pick  up  a 
pen  and  drop  a  line  to  a  down  and  out 
(and  horny)  guy.  Not  looking  for  money, 
stamps  or  whatever,  just  good  conversa¬ 
tion.  Charles  DePIERRO,  82A6068,  Box 
500,  Elmira  NY  14902 

Please  put  a  line  somewhere  in  your  next 
issue  concerning  my  need  for  friendship. 
Eugene  SHEPHERD,  151-512,  Box 
4571.  Lima  OH  45802. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


MIKE  WANTS  TO  PUT  TOGETHER 
SOMETHING  ON  PRISON  AS  “BIG 
BUSINESS"  AND  ON  THE  TREND  TO 
HAVE  PRISONS  BE  PRIVATELY  RUN. 
IF  YOU  HAVE  SOME  IDEAS  OR  IN¬ 
FORMATION  ON  THESE,  PLEASE 
WRITE:  Mike/GCN,  167  Tremont, 
Boston  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


riffl  iTTTTl  iTiTTH 

They  were  too  afraid  to  attack  you  face 
to  face.  What  cowards!  Take  good  care. 


30  yr  old  PWA  seeking  male  or  female 
friendship.  Age  and  race  not  impor¬ 
tant.  I  enjoy  reading,  writing,  cooking 
and  anything  people  can  do  together  to 
enjoy  life.  Gay  life  in  the  free  world  can 
be  lonely,  so  think  about  what  it  can  be 
here!  I  ask  for  nothing  but  a  friend  to 
be  in  touch  with  life.  Edward 
BUBBENMAYER,  M-7873,  Camp  Hill 
I  PA  17011, _ _ 

Hi!  I  am  the  best  cocksucker  in  North 
America.  I’m  also  a  horseman  and  need 
a  job  and  a  place  to  stay.  I  can  give 
I  references  from  the  stables  I’ve  worked 
I  for.  My  spirit  is  in  tune  with  animals. 

I  Please  write  and  tell  me  if  you  can  use  a 
I  good  horseman.  Robert  Jude  RYAN 
(my  friends  call  me  Jude),  CN861-IEE, 
I  Trenton  NY  08625. 


I  could  write  especially  transsexuals  and 
I  other  gay  people  to  help  me  understand 
I  myself  better.  I’ve  never  really  been  in- 
I  volved  enough  to  just  talk  with  other  gays 
I  about  life.  I’d  just  like  to  talk  with  some- 
I  one  why  has  the  same  feelings  I  do.  Terry 
I  Dean  BOYD,  Rt  1  Turney  Ctr,  Only  TN 
|37140, _ 

Lonely  gay  man  in  need  of  some  in¬ 
telligent  conversation.  Anyone  who  was 
|  writing  me  before  my  transfer  please  write 
again  as  I  can’t  get  ahold  of  my  addresses 
because  they’ve  put  me  in  isolation.  Frank 
WADE,  B -064304,  Box  158  B/6-1, 

Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

Early  30s  gay  man  in  search  of  interracial, 
loving,  relationship  with  feminme  black 
male.  Please  write  Gary  Lee  GANDEE, 
243882,  PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA 
|  99362. _ 

Lovely  Black  gay  male  would  like  to  hear 
from  sweet  sexy  boys  and  men.  Marvin 
HARRIS,  184-576,  PO  Box  4571,  Lima 
OH  45802. 

Italian  American  single  male  desires  to  - 
write  anyone  who  wishes.  Quality 
characteristics  more  important  than  age  or 
race.  Jeffery  SHIEK,  158941,  Box  69, 
London  OH  43140 

I  Gay  Alaskan  prisoner  would  like  to  hear 
I  from  G/  or  Queens  and  TSs  for  friendship. 

I  If  you  enjoy  your  true  femininity,  looking 
I  good,  pleasing  your  man  and  being  pleas- 
led,  drop  a  line  and  some  pics.  Leslie  MAR- 
■  TIN,  80385-001,  Box  34550,  Memphis 
|TN  38184.  p  s 

:  There  must  be  some  sweet  thing  out 
there  someplace  that  wants  a  little 
older  man  that  Is  not  a  Cassanova  or 
Into  the  bar  scenes  at  all,  but  needs  a 
I  strong  relationship  that  is 
I  monogamous  and  strong  for  the  two 
I  of  them  (us).  Not  into  anything  painful 
l  at  all.  I  need  a  cuddler.  Also  a  few 
I  brains  and  ability  to  take  care  of 
I  business  would  not  hurt  either.  I  am 
Iso  stupid  that  I  need  a  leash  till  I  get 
thousebroke  (smile).  LaVille  HAN- 
I  NON,  14 594,  Box  2  North  A&T,  Lans- 
ling  KS  66043. 


I  Here’s  another  “coming  out”  resource 
I  group:  ARS  (Always  Ready  to  Serve) 
[Charities,  6730  N.  13th  St., 
I  Philadelphia,  PA  19126.  (Let  us  know  if 
|  they  are  useful). _ 


A.A. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  has  groups  in  I 
274  prisons,  with  over  45,0001 
members.  If  you  want  more  info  on] 
starting  on  in  your  Joint  write:  About  | 
AA,  Box  459,  Gr.  Cent,  NYC  10163  I 
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FREE  to  prisoners! 

Telegnosis  is  a  penpal  and  prison  I 
news  rag  for  prisoners  in  the  U.S.  | 
Drop  them  a  line  at  Telegnosis, 
C.P.95  Stn.  Place  D’ Aimes,  Montreal,  I 
P.Q.  H2Y  3E9.  (Postage  is  same  as  for  J 
U.S.) 


OIL€NDM* 


January  4 
to 

January  22 

4  Saturday 

Provincetown  —  A  Funny  Thing  Happened 
on  the  Way  to  the  Forum,  performed  by  the 
Provincetown  Theatre  Company.  460  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  8PM.  $6/$2. 50  students  & 
seniors.  Info:  487-2695. 

Bangor,  ME  —  Bangor  Interweave  Anniver¬ 
sary  Dance.  Unitarian  Church.  Info:  (207) 
884-7683,  or  P.0.  Box  8008,  Bangor,  ME 
04401. 

5  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  Holiday  Potluck.  4PM. 
Bring  a  dish  or  beverage  to  share.  Info: 
288-9155. 

Concord,  NH  —  Citizens’  Alliance  for  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Rights  meeting.  Franklin  Pierce 
Law  Center,  Washington  &  White  Sts.  2PM . 
New  people  welcome.  Info:  (603) 
228-9009. 

6  monday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 

Network.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St, 
7:30PM.  Free.  Open  to  women.  Info: 
354-8807. 

7  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Coming  Out  Group.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Free.  Open 
to  women.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Free.  Open  to  women.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Fat  women’s  water  exercise 
class.  YWCA.  6:45-7:30PM.  $45  plus  $10 
YWCA  membership.  Info:  491-6050. 

Boston  —  Straight  Talk,  a  TV  documentary 
about  Boston’s  gay/lesbian  community. 
Channel  5.  8:30PM. 

Boston  —  GCN  potluck  supper  and  member¬ 
ship  meeting.  Critique  the  paper  and  discuss 
the  organization.  All  welcome.  167  Tremont 
St.,  near  Park  St.  T  stop.  6-9PM.  Info: 
426-4469. 

8  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Open  weekly  discussion 
group  for  women  —  topic:  Women  and 
AIDS.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-10PM.  (Next  meeting,  1/15).  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  —  Tennessee  Williams’  Suddenly 
Last  Summer.  The  New  Ehrlich  Theater, 
539  Tremont  St.  $7-12.  Through  2/8.  Info: 
482-6316. 

9  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30PM.  Free.  Open  to  women.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  —  “Feminism  in  the  1920s,’’  a  lec¬ 
ture  by  Nancy  F.  Cott.  Northeastern  Univ. , 
Frost  Lounge,  Ell  Building.  8PM. 

Boston  —  Gay  Boston,  a  monthly  television 
magazine.  Entertainment  Special.  Cable 
Channel  A3.  7PM. 


10  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

New  Hampshire  —  Zealand  Hut  Cross- 
Country  Ski  &  Backpack  weekend  with  the 
Chiltern  Mtn.  Club.  For  intermediate 
skiers.  Info:  Linda,  734-4066  or  Pat, 
422-8302. 

Cambridge  —  Alsino  and  the  Condor,  a  film 
from  Nicaragua  presented  by  Artists  Call.  7 
Temple  Place,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM  & 
9:30PM.  $4.  Info:  492-2054. 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  perform. 
Modern  Times  Cafe,  134  Hampshire  St. 
8:45PM.  Info:  354-8371. 

Somerville  —  Somerville/ Medford  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Alliance  tupperware  party.  Bill 
Cash’s  house.  7PM.  Info:  623-3786. 


Somerville  —  Support  group  for  battered 
lesbians.  On-going,  weekly,  free.  Childcare 
available.  6:15-7:30PM.  Info:  Respond, 
623-5900. 

Boston  —  GCN  annual  Sustainers  Dinner. 

167  Tremont  St.  7PM.  (To  become  a  Sus¬ 
tained  call  Gordon  at  GCN.)  Info:  426-4469. 

14  tuesday 

Boston  —  “AIDS  III,”  a  video  documentary 
with  Jim  Carlton,  produced  by  Hal  Koltin. 
Cable  Channel  A3.  7:30PM.  Info:  424-7292. 

15  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of 
NOW  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive.  7PM. 
Info:  661-6015. 

16  thursday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting.  Cod- 
man  Sq.  Library,  690  Washington  St.  Info: 
288-9155. 
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“A  Funny  Thing  Happened  on  the  Way  to  the  Forum,”  Jan.  4 


11  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Storytellers  in  Concert  pre¬ 
sent,  “Beer  Heads  &  Lobster  Tales.”  First 
Church  Congregational,  11  Garden  St. 
8PM.  $5/$3.50  students  &  seniors.  Info: 
391-3744. 

12  Sunday 

Boston  —  Newbury  Street  ’86  benefit 
fashion  production.  Lafayette  Hotel.  7PM. 
All  proceeds  go  to  AIDS  Research  Fund.  In¬ 
fo:  266-6766. 

Boston  —  “AIDS  in  the  Community,”  a 
forum  presented  by  the  Black  Men’s 
Association.  558  Mass.  Ave.  5PM.  $2.  In¬ 
fo:  353-0719  or  262-5323. 

Somerville  —  Somerville/ Medford  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Alliance  potluck  supper.  Bill 
Cash’s  house.  5PM.  Info:  623-3786. 

Cambridge  —  “A  Fag  in  the  Hand  and 
Other  Monologues,”  dramatic  narratives 
performed  by  Kate  Alicechild.  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  4PM.  $2. 

Cambridge  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Univ.  1-5PM. 

13  monday 

Cambridge  —  “Feminist  Liberation 
Theology:  Implications  for  Ministry,”  a 
four-day  program.  $175  residential,  $95 
non-residential.  Info:  EDS  Continuing 
Education,  99  Brattle  St.,  Cambridge 
02138. 


17  friday 

Millis  —  Safe  sex  discussion  with  Tri- 
County  Assoc.  Friday  Night  Coffee  Club.  In¬ 
fo:  376-4323. 

18  Saturday 

Boston  —  Holistic  Health  Conference  for  In¬ 
dividuals  Concerned  with  AIDS.  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.  9:30AM-4:30PM.  $10  dona¬ 
tion  includes  lunch.  Info:  437-6200  (days). 

Boston  —  Nomazizi  Sokudela:  “Women’s 
Role  in  South  African  Liberation.”  WMFO 
91.5  FM  radio.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  perform. 
Club  Passim,  Harvard  Sq.  2:45PM.  (Also 
broadcast  live  on  WERS  88.9  FM.)  Info: 
492-7679. 

19  Sunday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  9th  Anniversary  Par¬ 
ty/Buffet  Lunch.  1270  Boylston  St. 
2-5:30PM.  RSVP:  782-8894. 

22  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Coalition  for  Choice  com¬ 
memorates  13th  anniversary  of  Roe  v. 
Wade  abortion  legalization.  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  67  Newbury  St.  7PM.  Free.  Info: 
492-0518. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  weekly  open 
discussion  group  on  pornography.  All 
women  welcome.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq. 8-1 0PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 


note  this! 

Straight  Talk  about  Queers 

Channel  5  has  the  best  of  intentions 
for  its  special  on  Boston’s  gay/lesbian 
community,  called  Straight  Talk.  The 
program  is  notable  because  it  breaks 
the  recent  trend  of  reducing  all  articles 
and  news  stories  about  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  to  AIDS.  Straight  Talk 
is  also  notable  because  it  includes  por¬ 
traits  of  lesbians  and  people  of  color. 
Its  producer  and  executive  producer 
are  both  Black,  which  helps  explain  the 
program’s  sensitivity  on  matters  of 
race. 

While  it  is  clear  that  Channel  5  in¬ 
tended  a  positive,  favorable  portrait  of 
Boston’s  gay/lesbian  community, 
Straight  Talk  is  not  the  definitive  work 
we  have  all  be  waiting  for.  The  program 
paints  lesbian  and  gay  life  in  Boston 
with  a  broad  brush,  perhaps  all  that  is 
realistically  possible  in  a  30-minute 
special. 

The  program  devotes  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  to  religious  issues.  It  includes  a 
brief  portrait/interview  with  journalist 
Christine  Madsen,  who  was  fired  from 
her  position  as  a  reporter  with  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  because 
the  paper’s  management  discovered 
she  was  a  lesbian.  A  second  segment  is 
devoted  to  Carlton  Cornish,  formerly  a 
divinity  student  who  gave  up  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  because  of  its 
homophobia,  and  there  are  two  quick 
visits  with  Dignity  and  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church. 

The  segment  on  gay  health  issues 
centers  around  Boston’s  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  It  mentions  AIDS 
only  briefly  in  the  context  of  discussing 
the  psychological  anxiety  AIDS  has 
caused  among  gay  men.  It  mentions 
the  importance  of  sympathetic  medical 
care  to  lesbians  and  gay  men,  but 
doesn’t  spend  much  time  explaining 
how  difficult  it  can  be  to  obtain. 

The  program  ends  with  three  quick 
portaits  which  include  a  gay  Asian  ar¬ 
tist  and  a  Black  lesbian  writer.  Each  of 
the  portraits  seemed  to  be  not  much 
longer  than  a  minute.  They  left  me 
wanting  more. 

Conspicuously  absent  from  the  pro¬ 
gram  are  portraits  of  gay  people  in  rela¬ 
tionships  or  gay  people  raising 
children.  The  portraits  of  individuals 
always  show  them  alone  and  the  visual 
images  do  little  to  reveal  their 
characters:  Madsen  is  shown  at  home 
hanging  out  the  laundry  and  briefly 
working  on  a  loom;  Cornish  is  shown 
entering  an  unidentified  restaurant  and 
walking  alone  on  a  deserted  country 
road.  Little  or  no  attempt  is  made  to 
connect  these  locations  or  activities 
with  the  characters  of  people  involved. 
Only  the  artist  and  the  writer  are  shown 
doing  their  work.  The  use  of  such  un¬ 
connected  images  probably  has  more 
to  do  with  tight  production  schedules 
and  budgets  than  with  any  malicious 
intent  on  the  part  of  the  producers,  who 
probably  had  to  go  with  the  pictures 
that  were  quick  and  easy  to  obtain. 

Despite  these  serious  shortcomings, 
Channel  5  should  still  be  applauded  for 
making  Straight  Talk.  It  will  probably 
not  bring  the  station  much  praise  from 
straight  viewers,  and,  as  of  this 
writing,  advertisers  have  not  been 
flocking  to  buy  time  during  the  broad¬ 
cast.  Rarely  do  we  get  as  sympathetic 
or  positive  a  program  as  Straight  Talk 
from  the  straight  media. 

—  Art  Cohen 


Submissions  sought  by  Deviance 
Deviance,  a  collection  of  prose  and 
poetry  dedicated  to  the  female  ex¬ 
perience,  will  begin  publication  in  the 
spring  of  1986.  Deviance  will  be  a  forum 
for  saying  “what  must  be  said  —  by 
anyone.”  Write:  Deviance,  P.O.  Box 
1774,  Pawtucket,  Rl  12862. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is 
City _ 


Address 


State 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00 

25  weeks  $17.50 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


$ 

$ 


